


COVERED IN DUST, VEILED BY SHADOW: THE

SIEGE AND DESTRUCTION OF ALEPPO



Authors:

Kaitlyn Degnan

Zachary Lucas

Sean Mills

Contributing Authors : Additional Research By:
Jordan Charnetsky Brittany Clark

Cintia Garcia Samantha Netzband
Kseniia Guliaeva Ethan Peterson

Margaret Mabie

Samuel Miller

Joe Railey

William Salage

Cover Artwork By:

Jeff Passetti

Visuals By:

Margaret Mabie

Syrian Accountability Project Leadership
Project Leader: Professor Davidl. Crane Former Chief Prosecutor, Special Codrt o
Sierra Leone

Executive Director: Zachary Lucas

Chief Registrar: Kaitlyn Degnan

Chief Investigator: Sean Mills



Table of Contents

EXECULIVE SUIMIMANY......eeiiiiiiieiiiiitteeee ettt e e e e e e mens e e e et e e e e e e s e s s b s s emnms s s s e e et e e e e e e e e nnnnn e e e ennnn e 5
A T=]1 g oTo (o] o |V AN PP PP P PP PPEPPPPRN 5
Introductiont What is the City Of AlEPPO2... ..o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aee 6
AlePPO DUMNG the WAL.........eiiiiiiiieee e iee et e et e e e e e e e mn e e e e e e e e e e e e annee 9
2012 The War REACNHES AlCPI0 ... uuuuiiueiiiiiiiimme e ettt ettt ettt e e s eeere s a s s s e e e s e e e e e s smmmr e e eeeeeees 9
2013 The CoNfliCt ESCAIALES .......ccii ittt eerr et e e s emme e e e e e e 9
NI AN 1= T 0T o Lo T [T [T i T = SRR 11
2015 RUSSIAN INTEIVENTION. .....eeiiiiiiiiiie ettt meni et e et e e smmns e e e e e 13
2016 £The Encirclement Of AIEPRQ. ... ..iiiiiiiiiiiiie et eeesr e e e e eeeme s 14
RIS (=T (oI @ L N [=T o o Lo TSP 17
HISTOMICAl NAITATIVE ... e e e e e e e s mn e r e e e e e e e e e annee 17
Timelining the Changing FOrCES BIAr............uuuiiiiiiiiiiee e ree e 19
The Diary of Bana AlaDEd............unniii e ere s e e e e emeea e 24
Documented Incidents DUNNG the SIEQE.........ooi e e aeens 25
Y i qoTo [UTot i o] o D OO PO PPP R PRROPPPP 25

S (o [N oL g = 17 = OO PP PP PP PPPPRR PP 25
INAISCHMINALE SNEIING.......oiiiiiiiiii e mmmr e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeees 29

F [T o] 0[] B - - PSP PPPP PP PPRRPPO 30
The Law Against Indiscriminate Shelling............coooiiiiiiieemi e 31
Most Egregious Incidents of Indiscriming@éelling During the Siege..............oooeeeiiiiiieecininn, 34
BarTel BOMIDS. ... .ottt e e e e e e s rmn e e e e e e e e nne e 34
(O 1= o g1 or= LI == T Lo o LSRR 39
Most Egregious Incidents of Chemical Weapon Attack During the Siege..........ccccvvvvvieeee.. 40
Conclusions 0N ChemiCal WEAPOMS. .......cuiiiiiiiiiiiereiteee ettt e e e e e s e ens e e e e e e e s nsnbesanens 40



Attacks against Medicalnal Humanitarian Operations.........cccoeeveeeiiiiiicceeeveeeeeeeeveeeevennvennveenneen . 41

MEAICAl OPEIALIONS. ...eeeeiiiiiiiitt ettt eeeee ettt e erer e e e e e e e st r e e e s emmt e e e e e e e s e nnnnnnnneesd 41
AACK ON the A CONVOY.....uiiiieiiie ittt rrer e e e e e e e e eeaaaaaaaaaaeeessmenrenrennnrnnned 44
Extrajudicial KilliNGS.........oooiiiiiiiii e eeeeicc et vmmmree e eeeeeesseessrssrrrrrres e s s e e e aaenaaannaennen 4D
RECOMMENUALIONS. ...t e et e e e e e e e s s men b e e e e e e e e e e e e e nnsrmnnases 47
Appendix A: Conflict Narrative for Indiscriminate Shelling.............oovvvvviiiiee e, a7
Appendix B: Conflict Narrative for Chemical Weapon Attacks............cccceeeeiiiccceeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeen 54
Appendix C: Crime Based Matrix for Attacks on Medical Facilities.........ccccceeeeiiiiiccceiievvieeeeeeeee, 57
Appendix D: Parties t0 the CONFIICL..............uiiiiii e 65
APPENTIX E: WEBPONS. ....cciiiiiiiiiiii ittt emme e et r e e e e e s smmme e e e e e s snnnnnnnnneeeeees s D



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

For 160 days, from@. July through 22 Decemb@016 the Syrian government besieged
the eastern Rebé&leld portions of Aleppo. The end
result was a key victory for the Syrian government in it . .
war against armed rebellion that began more than s?;he_ S|egeesulted n a_ ertaI_
years agoThe siege also reked in a brutal subjugation Subjugation of the residents i

of the residents in eastern Aleppo, decimating itgastern Aleppo, decimating it
foundations. foundations.

This white paper gives a complete historical narrative of the city of Aleppo to show the
WUDQVLWLRQ RI RQH RI WKH ZRUOGTV tRQblEl &d/ désL. WHisHY [TUR |
LQFOXGHY D UHYLHZ RI WKH DQFLHQW FLW\ XS XQWLO PRGHL
place in the Syrian Civil War from the very beginning until the end of the siege in late December
2016.

The whitepaper then lookat six distinct categories of incidents that are representative of
the violations that occurred as an extension of siege policy: Siege Warfare, Indiscriminate Shelling,
Barrel Bombs, Chemical Weapons, Attacks on Humanitarian and Medical Operations, and
Extrajudicial Killings.

Finally, thepaper finds that the way siege policy was carried out as pertaining to these six
distinct categories amounted to war crimes, mainly committed by the Syrian government and its
ally, the Russian Federation. Siege Warféseli is not a war crime, but the manner in which the
siege was undertaken by the main parties, including responses from local Rebel groups, violated
international law.

METHODOLOGY

TheSyrian Accountability Projeés a studentun, internationally reagnized organization
based oubf the Syracuse University College of Law. It utilizegpgource news and other widely
available media, as well as direct contacts within the Levant to document crimes oaaithiimg
the Syrian conflict under internationiaal standards. Its purpose isaidvocateon behalf of the
victims of the conflict, and to provide legal analysisaid in theeventual administration of
transitional justice.

7KLV SDSHU DQDO\|JHG GRFXPHQWHG LQVWDQdnfisr¥r TURP 6
Narrative and the Crime Based Matrix. The Conflict Narrative is a comprehensive account of all
verified recorded and pertinent crimes documented on a daily basis. The Crime Based Matrix is a
spreadsheet that pulls information from the conflictatéave and highlights each specific incident
by date, location, description, and responsible party. It then provides the relevant source of
potential legalibhbility under the Rome Statytthe Geneva Conventions, and the Syrian Penal
code.

Thiswhite pgper provides instances in one of 2 ways: most egregious incidents or incidents
representative of a larger policy. Most egregious incidents are identified by characteristics of the
incident itself based on the number of victims, the target of the incithentype of weapon, or
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other circumstances that make the incident of higher legal relevance. Representative incidents of
a larger policy were used when the wealth of information was so great that it was more informative
and legally pertinent to show a femcidents that represent a certain legally relevant policy (i.e.
doubletapping with Barrel Bombs).

Along with individual instances, SAP also uses collected data from its Crime Base Matrices
to show broader categories of legally relevant incidents averih data visualization in portions
of the paper. These visualizations were created after analyzing the Crime Based Matrix database
to show various types of tracked crimes over time throughout Syria and Aleppo, in particular.

I NTRODUCTION - WHAT IS THE CITY OF ALEPPO?

Throughoutthe Syrian Civil War, the city oAleppo has endured some of the worst
fighting between Syriadrmed Forces andRebel groups in an effort to establish control over the
city. While highly publicized for the destructiiepact hat this war has had on the civilian
population,Aleppois no stranger to violent conflict between warring factions. Throughout its
history,Alepposerved as an economic and militastyategic hub between the Mediterranean and
Eastern civilizations, ofte serving as the setting for militarized conflict. In additidteppo
traditionally served as a melting pot of various cultural and religious pedpiesughout this
history, however, one theme has come to define the ci®egpo and its people: endunae
through change, and growth through conflict.

Although records are inconclusive over the'A\Ieppmr_a‘dltlonally Served
precise origins of the city ohleppo and when it was as & melting pot of various

settled, documents from the Ebla tablets date the cityultural and religious peoples

then known as Héam, as far back as th& gnillennium

BCE.2 In fact, the currentlay city ofAleppohas been built atop the ancient city site; this has made
pre-historicarchaeological excavations difficuti ascertain with certainfyHistorically, Aleppo

was noted for its commercial and military pradiccy, particularly in its strategic location between

the Mesopotamian Empires and the Mediterraneart Bethe 18" centuryBCE, Aleppocame to

great power and influence as the Amorite Kingdom of Yamkhad, establishing connections with
famous historicdiigures such as HammurahlLater, theHittitestook over theramkhad kingdom;
during the 1% to 14" century BCE, Aleppo rose to power, eventually establishing moderate
independence as a Hittite principalftjdue to a lack of historical records, litile known of the
FLW\TV KLVWRU\ GXUL® teMiukBUE WoweVer, the\citly Was overtaken by

1 Throughout the paper, the city will be called Aleppo. lalic it is « & The ancient name of the city is Halab,
which is how the city is still referenced in Arabic today.

27KURXJKRXW WKLY SDSHU GDWHVY ZLOO XVH 3% &(" WR GHQRWH 3% HIRUH
(U DSéeProfile: Aleppo, Sya's second cityBBC NEws (Nov. 28, 2016)http://www.bbc.com/news/worid
middle-east18957096hereinafterProfile: Aleppd. See alsAALPHONSOARCHI, ORIENTALIA: VOL. 63250
(Gregorian Biblical Book Shop 1994).

31t is unknown how extensive the damage been to the ancient city site following the events of the Syrian Civil
War.

4 SeeThe Editors oEncyclopaedia Britannic#leppq ENCYCLOP/ADIABRITANNICA,
https://www.britannica.com/place/Aleppo [hereinaf#iCYCLOP/ADIABRITANNICA].

51d. See als®AMELIE KUHRT, THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST 100 (Routledge 1998).

5 ENCYCLOP/ADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.



Alexander the Great and the Seleucids, who proceeded to rename the city’Beroea.

During the period of Hellenic rule, the city again rose to a levgldependence and great
importance as a trade route between the Mediterranean and lands to thiea BASCE Beroea
was transferred tthe command of Roman military leadBompeybecoming a Roman provinée.
The city enjoyed prosperity and stalyilfor centuries as a hub for caravan traffic under Byzantine
rule (636-637 CE); it was conquered by Arabluslim troops, restoring the name Afeppa®
Roughly 80 years after the Muslim conquest, Umayyad Caliph Suleyman constructed The Great
Mosque, servings one of the signature symbolsAdéppountil its destruction in 2013 during the
Syrian Civil War! Aleppoenjoyed a period of growth and prosperity during this time, once again
achieving relative independenc the mid10" century CE, Aleppo experieiced a cultural
revolution, led by figures such as poeMiitanabl and philosopher dFarabi.'? Soon after this
period, howeverAleppo experienced centuries of conflicts and hardship. During this time, the
Byzantine Empire, Crusaders, Fatamiasd Seljks all fought to gain control gkleppoand the
surrounding regiof®

Muslim rule (under the Ayyubid dynas)yver Aleppo ended in 1260 with the Mongol
conquestwhich slaughteed the inhabitants of the cit}. This did not bring an end to the era of
conflict in Aleppo,however, as the Egyptian Mawnkk continued to fightor control ofAleppofor
over a century. In 140CQE, Timur reconqueredAleppo with one account describing Timur as
KDYLQJ 3D S\UDPLG RI VRPH WZHQW\ W KRac¥d bh@exedtidohPt®V HUH |
7LPXUYV WHUU L P &sllowirng QrisHuQeRAppo experienced another economic
revival as trade routes through the Black Sea and Anatolia declined in impdftéimt&16CE,
Aleppo became a part of the Ottoman Emparal due to its commercial influence and power,
Aleppowas made the capital of its own provinedjich stretchedicross parts of Anatolia and
modernday northern Syria.” During this period Aleppo hosted numerous European consulates
and trading offices; witlthe further development of marketplacseppo yet again became a
culturalhubfor various religions and ethnicitié$.

In the mid18" century, howeverAleppo began to decline in prosperity due to the

“1d.

81d. See alsdROBERTR. PHENIX, THE SERMONS ONJOSEPH OFBALAI OF QENNESHRIN RHETORIC AND
INTERPRETATION IN FFTH-CENTURY SYRIAC LITERATURE 47-48 (2008).

9 PHENIX, supranote 8, at 49See als&ENCYCLOPADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.

10 ENCYCLOPADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.See also Profile: Aleppsupranote 2.

I ESTC Limited,The Great Mosque Of AlepadusLIM HERITAGE, http://www.muslimheritage.com/acte/great
mosquealeppo).See alsdonny WeeksSyria: Aleppo's Umayyad mosque destroyedpictures THE GUARDIAN
(Apr. 25, 2013), https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2013/apr/25tsyniayyadmosquedestroyed
pictures.

12 ENCYCLOPADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.

13 SeeThe Editors oEncyclopaedia Britannic#leppo earthquake of 113BNCYCLOPADIABRITANNICA,
https://www.britannica.com/event/Alepgarthquakenf-1138 [hereinafteAleppo earthquake of 11B8

14 ENCYCLOPADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.

15 Battle of AleppoEVERYTHING2, http://everything2.com/index.pl?node=Battle of Aleppee also
ENCYCLOPZADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.

16 ENCYCLOPADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.

171d. See alsdProfile: Aleppq supranote 2.

18 ENCYCLOPADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.



development of industrial technologies, as wel asduction of Persiazommercial infiltration'®

This decline continued throughout the™&entury until the conclusion of World War |, which
dramatically redefined the role Afeppo. Following World War | and the collapse of the Ottoman
Empire, the tattories of the Ottoman Empire were divided amongst the Allied powers. Two
treaties, the Treaty of Lausanne and later, the Treaty of Sevres, created the French Mandate of
Syria and Lebanoff.

Syria gained independence from France in 34&wever, the nely formed government
did not last long as political turmoil through coups occurred from 1949 until the rise of Hafez al
Assad in a bloodless coup in 197®e remained in power, although not devoid of political strife,
until his death in 2000 when his soBashar alAssad [hereinafter President Assad] took his
place?® Upon taking office, President Assad vowed to address some of the political concerns in
the country, including the demand for more political freedom byAlawite groups. However,
these changs never came about.

Syria fell backinto political turmoil a decade after President Assad took poAgran
extension of the Arab Spring, protests began in Daraa on 15 March 2011 demanding the release of
political prisoners, specifically the releaseaahinor that had written argjovernment graffiti on
a wall?* Security forces cracked down on protests with
. . - arrests and gunfir€. This series of events led to an

Syria fell back into political escalation of violence nationwide and armed rebellion
turmoil a decade after against the state in June 2011.
President Assad took power. .
In August 2011, antgovernmenprotests began
in several districts oAleppo 3*ZKHUH WZR SHRSOH
duringgovernmentU D L?&A¢cording to the article foAleppoin Encyclopeaedia Britannica

Aleppo initially remained quiet when demonstrations broke out
agairst the regime ofPresident Assadh early 2011 and was thus
spared the brutal reprisals by Syrian security forces. However, as the
crisis evolved into a civil war, Aleppo became a center of armed
opposition activity, and the city saw fidledged combabeginning

19 ENCYCLOPADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4;Profile: Aleppo supraiote 2.

20 SeeENCYCLOP/ADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.See alsd/erity Elizabeth Irvine et al Syria, ENCYCLOPADIA

BRITANNICA, https://www.britannica.com/place/Syria/ FTReenchmandate#refd4060.

21 Syria profile Himeling BBC NEws (Apr. 11, 2017), http://www.bbc.com/news/wordiddle-east14703995.

22d.

23|d. There were uprisings in 1973 following HafezAalsad removing the mandate that the President must be a
Muslim. There was also armprising by the Muslim Brotherhood in the 1980s that was put down violently leading to
tens of thousands of civilians being killed in Hama. President Assad, like his father, is an Alawite which is under the
Shia sect of Islam. Alawites are a minority in fredominantly Sunni Muslim population of Syria. He went to

medical school for ophthalmology in London and only gained political aspirations after the death of his older brother
in a car accidentd.

24d.

251d.

26 Nour Ali & Martin Chulov, Syria violene spreads to commercial capital Alepf®iE GUARDIAN (Aug. 12,

2011), https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/aug/12/syidéence spreadsaleppo.
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in the summer of 2017.

Later that year in October 2011, pgovernmentdemonstrations in support Bfresident
Assad took place iAleppo, demonstrating both the support of the Assad regime and the instability
of the climate within the city?

ALEPPO DURING THE WAR

$OHSSRTV WXPXOWXRXV KLVWRU\ GXULQJ WKH 6\ULDQ
understanding the scenario many Aleppans found themselves in summer 2016. A breakdown of
KLVWRULFDO HYHQWYVY DQG 6$3rgNvatt RiEaxXdes QiWhzh LWksateRI OHJL
$OHSSRTV SODFH LQ WKH zZDU

2012 The War Reaches Aleppo

Anti-regime protests began in Aleppo during fingt half of 2012.In February 2012, the
conflict escalated within Aleppo, when car bombers targeted security forcésppoAkilling at
least 28 and wounding an additional 235 peophe earliest protests in Aleppo began at Aleppo
University, where studentsrotestedPresidentAssad. These protests were met with force from
pro-governmentstudents and security forces, whispersed the protests. Security forces also
raided tégiversity dormitories to remove agtivernmentstudents, leading to the death of four
students:

Fierce fighting in Aleppo began in July 2012, in the district of SadDin. Syrian
governmentmilitaU\ IRUFHVY VZHSW LQ LQ IXOO IRUFH $ ORFDO U
bombardment has been nstop since last night. For the first time we feel Aleppo has turned into
D EDWW®H JRQH

By August 2012, theRebek and Syrian Armed Forcedit a stalemateThe Syrian
governmentdeployed 20,000 reinforcements to the city to combat the advaRehgls who
claimed they had control of 50% of the cityThe initial violence in the city led to the exodus of
some 300,000 residents into Turkey over the subsequamths®?

2013 The Conflict Escalates

27 ENCYCLOP/ADIABRITANNICA, supranote 4.

28 Nada BakriPro-Assad Rally Shows Syri&@pvernmenCan Still Comrand SuppottTHE NEW Y ORK TIMES
(Oct. 20, 2011), http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/20/world/middleeast/emgapbrtershold-rally-in-aleppe
syria.html.

29 Hwaida Saad and Rick Gladstoistudents are Assailed at a Protest in SyFiag NEw Y ORK TIMES (May 17,
2012), http://lwww.nytimes.com/2012/05/18/world/middleeast/protesengponat-aleppouniversity-despite
monitors.html.

30 Syria fighting spreads to AleppaL JAZEERA (July 22, 2012),
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2012/07/20127211854523ahl7.h

31 Syria Army Reinforcements in place for Aleppo baiew NEws (Aug. 5, 2012),
https://now.mmedia.me/lb/en/archive/syria_army_reinforcements_in_place_for_aleppo_battle.

32 See Armenak Tokmajyan2012 Aleppo Conflict TimelindHE ALEPPOPROJECT(May 2016),
http://www.thealeppoproject.com/wgpntent/uploads/2016/05/Alepgeonflict-Timeline-2012 2. pdf.
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Violence and killing escalated during 2053 it did in most of Syriadn15 January013,
violence continued at Aleppo University when over 80 students were killed during midterm
exams>? Later in January, over 1Qfbdies showing signs of tortyreere pulled from the Quweiq
River in the Bustan &Dasr distric

Syrian Armed Forces were also starting to use more deadly weapons against Rebel Forces
and civilians.In February of 2013, a surfate-surface missile tgeted Jabal Badro and killed at
least 40 civilians? Later, Rebel groups accused tBgrian Armed Forcesf targeting residential
areas with scutlype missiles, killing at least 20 civiliad$ln March 2013 Syrian Armed Forces
launched clustermunitionsat a residential arean Masakn Hananodistrict, killing at least12
civilians3” On 19 March sarin gas was used in an attack against civilians in KhAsaf® On
13 April, the Syrian government waaccused of using sarin gas against civilians in thek8he
Magsaid neighborhood? The use of these kinds of weapons would continue to increase as the
war persisted in Aleppo.

In early June, around 2,000 Hezbollaghtersmassed in the region surrounding the city
of Aleppo to supporSyrian ArmedForces® The Syrian governmentD Q Q R X Qpekat®n3
IRUWKHUQ 8WReUWWRH the @oal of reclaiming Aleppo from thHeebels. TheSyrian
governmenbuilt up a military presence imovernmenteld towns! On 22 JuneSyrian Armed
Forces conducted 251 extrajudiciallings of civilians2 including women and childréhin the
al-Mazraa village ofl-Safirah*? The VDC reports that some of the victims were burned to death,
while others were thrown in a wéfl From 22-23 July, Rebel forces attacked and captured Khan
al-Asd. During the takeover, 51 soldiers and officers were summarily executed after surrendering,

33 Hwaida Saad and Rick Gladstoimmzens Killed as Explosions Hit Syrian Universitye NEW Y ORK TIMES

(Jan. 15, 2013), http://www.nytimes.com/201B34%6/world/middleeast/syrigiolence.html.

% 'RIHQV RI PHQ IRXQG yA[HEXW(BEG. BOLID1B)\ULD
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/01/2013129133917989266.html; Martin Chulov and Mona
Mahmood,Syrian rebels recover scores of le&lfrom Aleppo river as floodwaters rece@iee GUARDIAN (Jan.

29, 2013), https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jan/29/syrédretbodiesaleppacanal.

35 Latest Martyrs: Feb. 18, 201¥I1cTIMS DOCUMENTATION CENTER (Feb. 18, 2013), www.vdc
sy.info/indexphp/en/details/martyrs (last visited Feb. 22, 2017).

3¢ Khaled Yacoub Oweis \ULD B8R %E " PLVVLOH VDL G RMRERS(FE0020, 201Q),$OHSSR
http://www.reuters.com/article/tsyriacrisisidUSBRE9110GK20130220.

37 Syria: Governmment Rains Bombn Civiliang AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (Mar. 14, 2013),
https://www.amnesty.org.nz/sites/default/files/rain_bombs.pdf.

38 SeeFinal Rep. of the U.N. Mission to Investigate Allegations of the Use of Chemical Weapons in the Syrian
Arab Republic (December 20} 3ttps://unodaveb.s3.amazonaws.com/vepntent/uploads/2013/12/report.pdf
[hereinafter Final Report 2013And seeSyrian rebels claim control of western Aleppa JAZEERA (July 24, 2013),
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/2013724126288 1aml.

39 SeeFinal Report 2013supranote 38.

40 oveday MorrisIn Syria, Hezbolla forces mass around Aleppo to aid ASEagelWASHINGTON POST (June 2,
2013), https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/hezbblaistingassadsorcesin-northern
syria/2013/06/02/3bb59c7eh9e 11e28f6b-67f40e176f03_story.html?utm_term=.1b753473d825.

4 6\ULD 7URRSV pu3UHSDUL@BCNEWSsFonE S0SR13)VhrtR/M@wdhc.com/news/werld
middle-east22840728.

42 | atest Martyrs: June 22, 201¥91CTIMS DOCUMENTATION CENTER (June 22, 2013), www.vec
sy.info/index.php/en/details/martyrs (last visited Feb. 22, 2017).

43d.
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allegedly by members dfabat Fateh édhant* andaffiliates *° This incident is considered one of
the worst mass executions carried ouRejpel forces through tteurse of the waf®

Throughout the month of October, tBgrian Air Forcecarried out a violent warplane
shelling campaign against8hfirah 4’ Over 130,000 civilians fled the area during that peffod.
The Syrian Armed Forcesecaptured aSafirah from Rebel control byl November'® Between
1528 December,barrel bomb attacksby Syrian Air
Force helicoptersaagainstRebetheld areas of Aleppo . .
killed 517 people, including 171 children and 46Bomblng campalgnbecame
women®® On 28 December Regime barrel bombs @ Staple of Syrian governmen
targeted a crowdkvegetable market in Aleppo, killing policy to recapture the city of
at least 25 civilians. The attack also destroyed part OfAﬂeppo.
hospital®! These bombing campaighscame ataple of
Syrian government policy to recapture the city of Aleppo.

2014 Aleppo under Fire

For most of 2014, theity of Aleppo was plagued by sustained shelling and bombardment
by the Syrian Armed Forces; most civilian deaths in the city were caused by this persistent barrage.
The Syrian Observatory for Human RighS8OHR) estimated that more than 76,000 people
(including 17,790 civilians) were killed in Syria during 2014, making it the deadliest year since
the conflict begar?

In January 2014ne Syrian Network for Human Righ{SN4HR)reportedthat Syrian Air
Force helicopterdropped barrel bombs throughouetbity over the course of the mordh an
extension of the campaign that occurred in December.Z0tgat barrel bomb campaign was one
of the deadliest aerial attacks on the city up until the start of the siege.

44 At the time, this group was known as Jabhatlasra, an affiliate of AQaeda. Please see Appendix D for further
details.

45 Hania Mourtada and Rick Gladston6ROGLHUVY 0DVV ([HFXWLR Q THENER YORMTBEE\ 6\ULD *U
(July 26, 2013), http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/27/world/middleeast/soldiassexecutionrreportedby-syria
group.html; :DW FKLQJ 6\ JHENEY YARKITIMES (July 26, 2013),
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/projects/watchBygiaswar/videcdozenssoldiersexecuteeRebels.

% BROGLHUVY 0DVV ([HFXWLR Q sbptsBté&JAS B G GE \ DOWF KD Q I, RiSEh@ef45. : D U
47 Syria: Civilians Faced to Flee Al Safira Under Heavy Bombardmémi:DECINS SANS FRONTIERES(Oct. 25,
2013), http://www.msf.org/article/syrieivilians-forcedflee-al-safiraunderheavybombardment.

“8d.

49 Erika SolomonSyrian army catches strategic town at approachedeéppa REUTERS(Nov. 1, 2013)
http://www.reuters.com/article/esyria-crisis-safiraidUSBRE9A00LO20131101.

% DUUHO ERPEV UNLOO LQ $EBENSWR(DEE.QF BR013), HFHPEHUY
http://www.bbc.com/news/worldhiddle-east25541726.

51 Anne BarnardDeadly Syrian Bomb Strikes Crowded Aleppo Market NEw Y ORK TIMES (Dec. 28, 2013)
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/29/world/middleeast/deailsianbomb strikescrowdedaleppemarket.html;
Erika SolomonSyrian forces kill 25 in Aleppo barrtlomb attak: activists REUTERS(Dec. 28, 2013),
http://www.reuters.com/article/tsyria-crisisbombsidUSBRE9BR05P20131228

52Rick Gladstone and Mohammad Ghann&yrja Deaths Hit New High in 201%HE NEW Y ORK TIMES (Jan. 1,
2015) https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/@vorld/middleeast/syrianivil -war-2014-deadliestso-far.html?_r=0.
53d.
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On7 JanuaryJabhat Fateh €@hamleader Au Mohammad aGolani announced that his
organization would be joining forces with otliRebes >* By early January, nearly all elements of
ISIS and its affiliates were expunged from the city of Aleppetd conjoined efforts of Rebels in
the city>® Howeve as they fled|SIS executedlozens oRebelfighters captured in the fightirt§.
Aron Lund, a researcher who edits a website on the Syrian conflict for the Carnegie Endowment
IRU  QWHUQDWLRQDO 3HDFH VDLG 3>W @ HJdhat RaehBR@mR]JLHY DU
is really embedding itself in the Islamic landscape, working with other groups and trying to
FRPSURPLVH ZKLOH ,6,6 KDV EHHQ GRLQJ WKH RSSRVLWH Ztk
ISIS would reassert its presence in the cityr|dtet carried most of its battles out in the larger
Aleppo governorate to the north.

The Syrian Air Forcecontinued tausebarrel bombs throughout the spritfgBy late April
2014, the city of Aleppo was dividethe western half controlled by the SyriAnmed Forces
while the eastern half of the city was under the control of a loose alliarRebetgroups:® By
0D\ HVWLPDWHYV RI FLYLOLDQV NLOOHG E\ WKH 6\ULDQ $L!
2,000 (including 283 women and 567 childr&h)erial bombardment campaigns continued
throughout the summer.

On 5 June President Assad won his third termpassident by securing 88.7% of votes
cast®* On 23 Junethe Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) reported
that Syria hasemoved its entire known stockpile of chemical weagdmespite this, chemical
weapons would continue to be used in Aleppo, as discussed later in this report.

M+DUGO\ DQ\T 4DHGD PL®ALMRBBYMIANBHRON)LQ $OHSSR
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mideiast/2014/01/08/SyriphadistHQ-in-Aleppo-falls-to-Rebels.html

55 d.

56 Ben HubbardSyrian Rebels Deal Qaedanked Group a ReversalHE NEw YORK TIMES (Jan. 8, 2014),
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/09/world/middleeast/syfabelssaidto-oustqaedalinked-groupfrom-its-
aleppeheadquarters.html.

571d.

81d.

®AOHSSR 1RZ D 'H )DFWR u3DNANWNAY PEBGC RADMY (AprLaF, B014)l. D
http://www.npr.org/2014/04/27/307473375/aleppow-a-de-facto-partition-city-in-syria.

O USOPRVW T NLOOHG E\ 6\|BBTNE®IINEK 8D, PRPEV LQ
http://www.bbc.com/news/worlthiddle-east27633656.

61 Syrian President Bashar-#ssad wins third terrBBC NEws (June 5, 2014), http://www.bbc.com/news/werld
middle-east27706471.

52 Ashley Fantz and Diana Magnda$lobal watchdog: Syria has shipped out@8DVW PGHFODUHGY FKHPLFDO
CNN (June 23, 2014), http://www.cnn.com/2014/06/23/world/meastishiemicatweapons/.
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On 22 September, th&).S.launched a series of
air and missile strikes in Syrfa. Eight of he 14 initial
missile strikes targeted the Khorasan Group west &9aily bombing campaigns
Aleppo® This marked the entrance of the U.S. and itgnd clashes between warring
Coalition allies as parties to the confltétDespite U.S. V\parties made 2014 the
intervention and numerous attempts at peace, the (?r _ _
remained persistentDaily bombing campaigns and deadliest year to date in
clashes between warring parties made 2014 the deadliddeppo.
year to date in Aleppo.

2015 Russian Intervention

In the beginning of JanuariRebes recapturedortherndistricts, forcing th&SyrianArmy
to escape to the north.Thes gains by Rebel forces would be few and far between, as 2015
marked a significant push by the Syrian Armed Forces to retake Aleppo, propped up by the
entrance of their Russian allies.

The Syrian$ UP\ H[HFXWHG 32SHUDW L R Gesigbdd@ddeAleppo. FK ZDV
and cutRebelsupply lines into the cit§’ Betweer2-6 Februarythe Syrian Regime dropped about
140 barrel bombs iAlepporesulting in numerous civilian deatfsOn9 March,Rebes launched
an attack on Handarat, north Alieppo. ® However after around 10 days of fightinthey were
expelled from the area by Syriammed Forces/° The fighting continuednd on23 March,Rebel
shelling killed 13civilians and wounded as many as 8Mers some of them childreft.On 13
April, Rebelforces atacked the Air Force Intelligence building with a tunnel bdfb.

Late spring and early summer saw an increased intensity to aerial and artillery strikes by
both sidesOn 2 May, SyrianRebelforces shelled residentigbvernmentheld districts inAleppo

63 Shane Harris, John Hudson, Yochi Dreazen and Kate Brabn®nBegins Airstrikes Inside SyrOREIGN
PoLicy (Sep. 23, 2014), hit//foreignpolicy.com/2014/09/23/stbeginsairstrikesinside syria/.

641d.

56\ULDQ UHEHOV UHMHFW A8 IMFEERB NENS RR2OMIY X FH SODQ
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/11/syRabelsrejectsun-aleppotruceplan
2014111217219629558.html.

56 Soldiers in Regime Forces Killed during Clashes in al Brej AB¥&IAN OBSERVATORY FORHUMAN RIGHTS
(Jan. 20, 2015), https://web.archive.org/web/20150202045023/http://syriahr.com/en/20158)diRGin-regime
forceskilled-during-clashesin-al-brejarea/.

67 Armenak Tokmajyan2015 Aleppo Conflict Timelind@HE ALEPPOPROJECT(May 2016),
http://www.thealeppoproject.com/alepponflict-timeline-2015/.

682015 Aleppo Conflict Timelinsupranote 67.

59 Bassem Mroue and Albert AjiSyrian rebels shell city of Aleppo, killng at least, TBiE DAILY STAR (Mar. 23,
2015), http://lwww.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middieast/2015/Ma23/29184012-deadin-syriaRebelshellingof-
aleppostatemedia.ashx

01d.

1d.

72 patrick CockburnSyria conflict: Governmengagain accused of using chemical weapons on civilians as villagers
are treated following gas attackBHE INDEPENDENT(Apr. 14, 2015),
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middast/syriaconflict-reportstronglysuggestgovernmenused
toxic-chemicalsin-bombings10176342.html.
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city killing at least 12 civiliang® On 12 May, the Syrian Air Force bombednearJisr etHajj
junction in Firdouskilling 54 civilians, including 2 women and 1 chitiOn 30 May, the Syrian
Air Force killedanother139 civiliansin a bombing campaign netire Citadel®

2Q 6HSWHPEHU 5XVVLDYV )HGHUDWLRQ &RXQFLO XQDQ
Syria. This came after a formal request from President Assad asking Russia to intervéne.
October, Russia began launching attacks agAiegipo, Ragga andeir Ezzor’® Emboldened by
Russian interventionghe Syrian Armed Forcesaunched offenses in theowth towards the
International Highway and east towards thewi§ires Airport!” On 10 Novembe, the Syrian
Army finally broke the siege of the Airpip relieving around 800 soldiers who were trapped
there’®

With Russia actively helping the Syrian government, not only did attacks intensify, but
their effectiveness did as weBy the end of 2015the goal of the Syrian Army was to cut off
supply roués into Aleppo. Their next offensive in 2016 saw the fulfilment of this goal.

2016 £The Encirclement of Aleppo

The beginning of 2016 saw the Regime continuing to press its offensive southwest of
Aleppo, focused mainly in the Khan-#lsal are® The Syrian Army inflicted heavy losses on
Rebelforces in both personnel and equipment while advancing towards the southern entrance of
Aleppo® At the same time, th8yrian Army with Russian air support, continued to figtebel
forces in Aleppo, largely focesl in thenorthern districts surrounding Castello RGa€astello
Road was a strategicgo®1 WKH 6\ULDQ JRYHUQPHQWYV REMHFWLYH WR

The U.S. and Russia continued efforts to bthg Syrian governmemindRebelforces to
peace talks, fdooth sides to collectively fight against IS*SHowever, despite the talks of peace,

73 Rebel shelling kills 12 in Aleppo: Syria state, TME DAILY STAR (May 2, 2015),
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/MiddiEast/2015/May02/29656 irebetshellingkills-12-in-alepposyria-state
tv.ashx.

74 Latest Matyrs: May 12, 2015VICTIMS DOCUMENTATION CENTER (May 12, 2015), www.vdc
sy.info/index.php/en/details/martyrs (last visited Apr. 19, 2017).

S Latest Martyrs: May 30, 201%ICTIMS DOCUMENTATION CENTER (May 30, 2015), www.vdc
sy.info/index.php/en/detailsiantyrs (last visited Apr. 19, 2017).

6 See, 4 Russian warships launch 26 missiles against ISIS from CaspjdtuS&a ToDAY (Oct. 7, 2015
https://www.rt.com/news/31786dissianwarshipsmissileslaunch;and see, Syria: The Executive Sumary, ,10/8
SYRIA DEEPLY (8 Oct. 2015), https://www.newsdeeply.com/syria/exectsgivenmaries/2015/10/0&ee also,
Russian cruise missiles hit ISIS from Mediterranean & Caspian; 600 killed in one RiigsIA TODAY (20 Nov.
2015),https://www.rt.com/news/32288&Lissiacruisemissilesisis/.

772015 Aleppo Conflict Timelinsupranote 67

8 Sam Jones and Noam Rayd8wgria regime forces claim recapture of key airhd3eANCIAL TIMES (Nov. 10,
2016), https://www.ft.com/content/013d628¥d411e59f8c-a8d619fa707c

7 New areas under Army contr@YRIAN ARAB NEWSAGENCY (Jan. 11, 2016), http://sana.sy/en/?p=66201.
801d.

81 The army establishes control over more areas in Aleppo and Lattakia couat§eatiaN ARAB NEWSAGENCY
(Jan. 15, 2016), http://sana.sy/en/?p=66686.

82 Anne Barnard and Eric SchmiRussia and U.S., While Pushing for Peace Talks, Jockey for Position in Syria
THENEW YORK TIMES (Jan. 21, 2016), https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/22kivmiddleeast/russtand-us
while-pushingfor-peacetalksjockey-for-positiorrin-syria.html.
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https://www.rt.com/news/322881-russia-cruise-missiles-isis/

the Syrian andRussian military continuedr raids and shelling attacks all through@uéppa?®®

On 1 Februarythe Syrian Armed Forcesaided by Russian air support, We#lah,andlraqgi and

Afghan Shia militias, launched a massive offensive in Northern Aldppased on Nubbul and

al-Zahra®® 7KH DWWDFNYV DLP ZDV WR FRébelorxc8saao\cidillagsknsideé UL WL F
Aleppo. Rebel forces were quoted to $aWKDW 3W Rvlls] DWKMHD PRWW LQWHQVH \F
approximately 45 civilians being killéd.By 3 Februarythe Syrian Armyhad reached Nubbul

and atZahra with the help of an estimated 320 airstrikes by R&%Jihe airstrikes killed 127
civiliansand wounded 347 Only 3 klometersremairedseparating th&yrian Armyfrom cutting

all supply routesnto Rebelheld portions of Aleppd?® After this success only one supply route

into eastern Aleppo remained: Castello Road.

The U.N. Special Envoyespondedmmediately to the attacks by postponing the peace
talks until 25 Februar$? U.S. Secretary of StattohnKerry and his Russian counterpart, Sgrge
Lavrov, announced on 11 February, that they had agreed on the delivery of needed aid to Aleppo
followed by a3FHVVDWLRQ RI KRVW POhewdssation aflhdéHitie® would rhatkN
the first sustained and formally declared halt to fighting in Syria since the civil war began it 2011.
This ceasefire excluded IS¥3The Syrian governmemind majoRebelforces agreed to observe
this conditional pause in fighting set to begin 27 February. The agreelidemit include ISIS or
Jabhat Fateh @ham® The ceasefire successfully began on 27 February but was immediately
marred the next day by a number of aik&ts and artillery attackdemonstrating the challenges of
the d%al.94 The Syrian Armed Forces and Relfetcesboth accused one another of violating the
truce?®

Throughout March,he ceasefireemainedrelatively intact and reduced casualties and

831d.

84 Syrian army encircles Aleppo as ceasefire talks fadelazEERA (Feb. 3, 2016),

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/02/syremmy-encirclesaleppoceasefe-talks-fade 160203033045269.html.

85

ool

87 See, Massacre due to regime forces shelling on 1zaZgigyaAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Feb. 15, 2016),

http://sn4hr.org/blog/201 6/02/15/18478hHd Latest Martyrs: Feb. 16, 20,18ICTIMS DOCUMENTATION CENTER

(Feb. 16, 2016), www.vdsy.info/index.php/en/details/martyrs (last visited Apr. 19, 204 also The Killing of
OHGLD $FWLYLVWY DQG WKH ,QMXU\ R SYARWNERNORK HAR BUMXNDRIGHTT S '"HDWK

(Mar. 4, 2016), http://sn4torg/wpcontent/pdf/english/9_kil led_jouliss_in_Febru ary 2016_en.pdf.

88 L aila Bassam6\ULDQ DUP\ DQG DOOLHV EUH D NermyyHREUHERS{FEHH 4,12056), 6 KLTLWH WRZ

http://uk.reuters.com/article/ukideastcrisis-syriaaleppeid UKKCNOVC1WI.

89 UN suspends Syria peace talks until end of FebrBig GUARDIAN (Feb. 3, 2016)

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/03/falteringsyriapeacetalks-pauseeuntil-endof-february.

% David E. Sangen).S. and Russia Announce Plan for HumanéarAid and a CeasEire in Syria THE NEwW

YORKTIMES (Feb. 2, 2017), https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/12/world/middleeaatidsussiaannounceplan

for-humanitariaraid-anda-ceasefire-in-syria.html.

91

g

9 Mark Landler,U.S-Russia Deal on a Pael Truce in Syria Raises More Doubt Than Optimi3ime NEW Y ORK

TIMES (Feb. 22, 2016), https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/23/world/middleeastassaceasdire-in-syriazobama

putin.html, last visited.

9% Fragile Syria ceasefire enters second dByE GUARDIAN (Feb. 28, 2016),

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/feb/28/fragilgia-ceasefireenterssecondday.

% d.
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improved access to humanitarian &idowever, the ceasefire did not completely spare the entire
province as at least 135 civilians were still killed between 27 February and 6 March. The focal

point for the attacks was the Kurdish residential quarte8hirikh Magsoud®” These attacks

continued throughout March and Ap#illing approximately 83 civiliansincluding 30 children,

and wounding over 700 civiliar¥8. The Syrian Armed Forceand RussiamAir Force also

continued sporadic attacks throughMerch onRetel held portions of Alepp8® On 14 March,
5XVVLDQ 3UHVLGHQW 90DGLPLU 3XWLQ RUGHUHG WKH ZLWKG

Syrial®

The ceasefire collapsed on 28 April. At least 27 civilians and 3 children were killed in a
warplane attackn a hospital backed by Médecins Sans Frontiéres and the International Committee
of the Red Cros¥! The next dayRebelforces launched a mortar attagkling 14 civilians°2
Over the course of the next week, an additional 226 civilians were killedgdtiren heavy

bombardment of Alepp®?

U.S. and Russian officials attempted to revive the ceasefire, with some moderate
success? By 5 May a new partial truce was extended into Alefpd.he truce was extended
several times until fighting resumed on 12 M&Over the remaining weeks of May, three major
massacres occurred in Aleppkilling 23 civilians!®’ Additionally, Syrian Armed Forceand

% :DWHU UHW XU Q Mo Re@gAL RRRBIA ERGUSH (Mar. 4, 2016),
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mideiast/2016/03/04/War-returnsto-Syria-s-war-torn-Aleppo.html.

97 U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Rep. on Developments in Northwestern Syria (as of 5
March 2016), (Mar. 5, 2016http://reliefweb.int/report/syriaarabrepublic/turkeysyriaflash-update
developmentsiorthwesterrsyria5-march2016 Syria: Armed opposition groups committing war crimes in Aleppo
city, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (May 13, 2016), https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/05/agmead
oppositiongroupscommittingwar-crimesin-aleppacity/. There are around 30,000 civilians living in Sheikh
Magsoud which is a predominately Kurdish part of Aleppo city. The area is controlled by YPG forces and
surrounded from the northern, eastern and western fronts by opposition armed droumas/evtargeted it from all
three sidesld.

98 AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, supranote 97.

99 Massacre due to regime forces shelling on al Saleheen neighborhood in Aleppo city in M&¢RIAN,

NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Mar. 11, 2016), http://sn4hr.org/blog/P8/03 /11/19286Civilians died in armed
opposition factions shelling on Al Sheikh Magsood neighborhood in Aleppo city in Mar8hrRIAN NETWORK
FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Mar. 19, 2016), http://sndhr.org/blog/2016/03 /20/19608/.

100 Neil MacFarquhar and Anne BamdaPutin Orders Start of Syria Withdrawal, Saying Goals are AchieVkd

NEW YORK TIMES (Mar. 14, 2016), https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/15/world/middleeastAsytia-russia
withdrawal.html.

101 Anne BarnardDivided Aleppo Plunges Back Into War as Syridospital is Hit THE NEW Y ORK TIMES (Apr.

28, 2016), https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/29/world/middleeast/alegpa strikes.html.

102 Id.

103 About 226 civilians including over 50 women and children killed in 8 days of heavy bombardment on Aleppo city
SYRIAN OBSERVATORY FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Apr. 29, 2016)https://www.facebook.com/syriahroe

104 isa Barrington and Denis DyomkifEHEHOV ODXQFK DVVDXOW LQ 6\ULDYV, $OHSSR GLS
REUTERS(May 3, 2016), http://www.reuters.com/articlefusdeastcrisis-syriahospitatidUSKCNOXUOX9.

105 Anne BarnardPartial Truce in Syria is said to Extend to Alepf®elE NEw Y ORK TIMES (May 4, 2016),
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/05/world/middleeast/saleppepartiattruce.html.

106 Russia says Aleppo trucetended for 72 hour&EURONEWS(May 7, 2016),
http://www.euronews.com/2016/05/07/russeysaleppeotrucein-syriaextendeefor-72-hours/.

107 Not Less than 25 Massacres Were Committed in May 2016 Increasing number of committed massacres despite
the Cessatio of Hostilities Agreemen®SYRIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Jun. 7, 2016),
http://sn4hr.org/wpcontent/pdf/english/At_least 25 massacre_in_May 2016_ €hivildns died ingovernment
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Russian warplanes targeted CastB&ad the lastsupply linefor Rebel forces.

Regime and Russian bombing conia throughout the beginning of Juméth over 550
civilians killed since Aprit® SUHVLGHQW $VVDG SURPLVHG WR UHWDNH 3H
his foesin a speech on 7 June that appeared to reject the humanitarian relief effort and peaceful
transtion of power!® The speech by President Assad was his first major address since the effort
to mediate an end to the civil war broke down in Geneva in April. It reflected his sense that Russian

intervention in the war has bolstered his positidThe

. . day ater, Syrian Air Forcewarplanes bombed three

President Assad promised ta hospitals inRebelheld portions of Aleppo, including a
UHWDNH 2HYHU\ L pediatrics center supported by the U.Klling at least
country from his foes. 20 civilians and wounding dozens of patietifs.

The bombing of hospitals illustrates a key
comSRQHQW RI WKH 6\ULDQ $UPHG )RUFHVY VWUDWHJI\ IRU UH
Syrian Army was in position to institute a siege around Eastern Aleppo. The siege would come
after years of fighting among multiple parties, aerial bombardment, eoditigs committed by
all sides.

THE SIEGE OF ALEPPO
Historical Narrative

As shown, Aleppo was plagued with persistent aerial bombardment and bettesn
the warring partiesAerial bombardmenreft much of the city crippled, laying bare the foatidns
of a once thriving metropolis of culture and diversiwt, for the last few yearshé goalof the
Syrian governmentvas to cutoff supply lines to the
eastern part of Aleppo. This goal was realized in Jul\erial bombardment left

2016. much of the city d@ppled,

According to Merriam: H E V W kttiohiary, g laying bare the foundations o
VLHJH LV 3D PLOLWDU\ EORFND G k& dhcedthfilidg\nietropBlis\WfLILHG SO
FRPSHO LW WR Thexwbtd HI€iGb! fdorh the culture and diversity.
Latin word sedere which meanso sit.” The intent or
purpose of a siege is built intts definition, as the

forces shelling on Tareeq Al Bab neighborhood in Aleppo city in Magv¥RIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS
(May 30, 2016), http://sn4hr.org/blog/2016/05 /29/victidisdyovernmenforcesshellingkherbehabashdarms
idlibgovernoratemay-29/.

108577 casualties including 208 children and women in 52 days of hysterical intembinigcon Aleppo city
SYRIAN OBSERVATORY FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Jun. 12, 2016), http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=47360.

109 pDavid E. Sanger and Rick Gladstoiefiant Bashar al$VVDG YRZV WR UHWDNHMHENMEWHU\ LQFKYT R
YORKTIMES (Jun. 7, 2016), https://vmu.nytimes.com/2016/06/08/world/middleeast/defiansadvowsto-retake
everyinch-of-syriafrom-his-foes.html, last visited: 3 Mar. 2017.

110 |d_

11 Hwaida Saad and Rick Gladstofidiree Hospitals Attacked in Rebel Side of Aleppo, SyHaNEW Y ORK
TIMES (Jun. 8, 2016), https://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/09/world/middleeast/alepp@hospitalsairstrikes.html.

112 Sjege MERRIAM-WEBSTER https://www.merriarwebster.com/dictionary/siege.
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military objectiveis to force those besieged to give up the fight. Sieges havaisedasamilitary
tactic for as long aghere has beewar. Some of the most famous military battles and stories
involve thesiege ofa city!!3

As technology has advanced, sieges look like an army surrounding a castle on the hill,
and more likea storm of explosives and shrapriglich Maria Remarque, in his famous nowl,
Quiet on the Western Frgntescribed the deadliness of modern warfare in World War |,
Bombardment, barrageurtainfire, mines, gas, tanks, machigans, handgyrenades words,
words, but they hold the horror of the worfd? Development ofrtillery and the use of aerial
combat, specificallychanged warfarelrastically. In World War II, Nazi Germany besiegéé t
city of Leningrad for 900 days after Germany invaded the Soviet Unithe summerof 1941115
The result of the siegafter constant artillery and aerial bombardmeras the death of at least

632,000 civiliang!® In Syria, sieges compel surrender
through a campaign of terror by raining hell from the
Seges compel surrender heavens.

through a campaign of terror.
Aleppois asimilarly sized city to Leningrad with
a prewar population of approximately 2.5 millidh’ Unlike Leningradthe entire city was not
under sieggust Rebetheld portions mainly in theasterrside ofAleppo. The control of the city
split the parties in almostyn-yangtype designa Syrian governmerdontrolled west andRebet
held east

W +RPHUTV ,0LDG GHYV Fykharsidge d Trayb\Wal cRr@e@ddn \0f Bi@ek citystates and is the most

famous battle in Greek Mythology. While the Trojan war has not been confirmed to be a real battle and is subject to
RQJRLQJ GHEDWH DPRQJ VFKRODUYV LWV GHVFULSWLRQ RI DQFLHQW VLF
114 ERICH MARIA REMARQUE, ALL QUIET ON THEWESTERNFRONT 132 (Random House 2013) (1929).

115 C.N. TruemanThe Siege of Leningrad@HE HISTORY LEARNING SITE (May 15, 2015),
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/wordar-two/world-war-two-and-easterreurope/thesiegeof-leningrad/.

1181d. The Germans ultimately failed in their attempt to take the city due to numerous factors not discussed here.
They retreated as the Red Army came, but the destruction of the city was already solidified. Some think that disease
and starvadbn might have put the civilian death toll over 1 million and upwards of 1.5 million. This was the single
costliest loss of life in a city in world historld.

117 |d
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The military objective of the Syriagovernmentvas to cut off the last supply route into
Eastern AlepppCastelloRoad CastelloRoadis a road that loops above the north of the city and
served as supply route for goods Rebelgroups from TurkeyOn 25 June the Syrian Armyjn
conjunction with Russian aerial strikésrgeted aMallah farms in the northern part of Alepp8.
By 7 July, most of aMallah farms had been taken tye Syrian Army, puttingCastelloRoad
within range of artillery firé!® This effectively made CastelRoaduselessas any supplies that
attempted to gethrough were fired upont?® By 16 July, Syrian Armed d¥ces backed by
Hezbollah fightersreachedCastelloRoadand shut it down completelf! On this date the siege
begant?? By 26 July, thegovernmentK DG WDNHQ GLVWULFWYV DORQJ WKH UR
completelyencircleRebelforces within the eastern portion of the city.

The start of the siege immediately placed 250,000 civilians in need within the city. The
U.N. called on all parties to institute a weekly-A8ur truce to allow humanitarian aid*#f.An
ad ZRUNHU VWDWHG 3+XPDQLWDULDQ FRQYR\V DUH UHDG\ K2
WKH VXSSOLHV :H QHHG B> EHe$yiaN ghvernwietand IRusEiastad tHey
would allowthree corridors for civilians to leayand one corridor forambatants to leav&® The
roads for civilians would have medical and food outposassist those fleeintf’ President Assad
SURPLVHG WKDW ILJKWHUY ZKR OHIW ZRXOG EH JUDQWHG DP
and sought by justice... is excludiedm full punishment if they hand themselves in and lay down
WKHLU Z¥DSRQV °

The corridors proved wholly ineffectivi’ery few civilians were able tasethem due to
the constant bombardment by warplalt@&s6 RPH $OHSSDQV FDOOHG WRHP 3FRU
Rebelgroups also refused to use them due to lack of independent monitors.

118|zat CharkatliHeavy Russian airstrikes on Aleppo amid preparations for huge grdiensive AL MASDAR
NEws (Jun. 25, 2016) https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/heassianairstrikesaleppo/.
119 isa Barrington and Tom Perr@yrian army fire cuts only road into rebetld AleppoREUTERS(Jul. 7, 2016),

http://www.reuters.com/artie/us mideastcrisis-syriaaleppeidUSKCNOZNOU?2.
120 |d

121 Id

122\While July 16 is when Castello Highway was effectively shut down and the siege instituted, it is arguable that a
constructive siege had been going on since July 7. The road was within ramti#eoy fire and no supplies could

get in or out.

123 http:/lwww.alhayat.com/Articles/16698392/

124UN pleads for weekly 4K RXU WUXFH L Q, AYMOINDFMISRH 3@, http://www.al
monitor.com/pulse/afp/2016/07/sytanflict-un-aid.html.

125 Id.

266\ULD FRQIOLFW p([LW FRUULGRUYBBOWNRWR@HZS, PR16),$OHSSR VD\V 5XVVLD
http://www.bbc.com/news/worlchiddle-east36912718.

127 |d

1281d. There have been numerous amnesties offered by President Assad, although this was the lr@sdeasbn
GHFUHHY JUDQWHG DPQHVW\ LI WKH SHUVRQ GLG QRW KDYH 3EORRG RQ W
129 Jamey Keaten81 6\ULD HQYR\ WHOOV 5XVVLD /HBDSYoNGGRHSU RI,RPRIBYULGRUV uWR
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2016/07/29/sgnaoytells-russialeavealeppo
corridors/P78nZk9T5UIJuSRN9dGccP/story.html.

BOEGRQIXVLRQ RYHU puKXPDQLWD U LAD BzeERMIM.FBY, ROLEY, 6\ULDTV $OHSSR
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/07/synar-families-leave Rebetheld-partsaleppe16073012440158html.
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On 31 July, variousRebelgroups withinEastern Aleppo initiaida counterattack to take
back lost ground and break the sié¢feThe countewoffensive was said to include upwarofs
10,000 fightersandincluded tanks, rocket launchers and suicide bomb& By 6 August, the
counterattack was successful &ebelgroups took aRamouseh Artillery Facility and Industrial
district in the southwest part of the cifif. The offensive ledd the deatdof over 100 civilians in
Aleppol3* While the offensive broke the siege after just three weeksppbaedsupply route
proved unable to allow civilians through due to the constant clashes and bombardments by all sides
in the area.

But this wasshort lived, aghe Rebet gains in the south collapsadmonth laterOn 6
Septemberthe Syrian Army retook sections af-Ramouseh district and closed off the supply
route, effectively reinstituting the sie§®.Siege policy had begun to worsen as alldRabel
ILJKWHU RQ WKH JURXQG SXW LW 36WDUYH RU ¥ ™ UUHQGHU L

The negotiations betwedhe U.S.and Russia became more urgemd by10 September
a ceasefire was negotiatetl. The Syriangovernmentpublicly agreed to th ceasefirewhich
would end shelling oRebetheld areas two days late€ If the ceasefire was successful for 7 days,
then a permanent ceasefire would ensue allowing for peace talks and jointasjekesradical
groups like ISIS andabhat Fateh al @m?*3°

There were no recorded deaths or bombardments dirshday of the ceasefira respite
rarely seen in Alepp&® However, aid convoys were still not able to get in because the Syrian
governmentK DG QRW SURYLGHG 3IDFLOLaianWwakee OHWWHUV™ WR W

The ceasefire came crumbling down following two events. First,708eptembelU.S.-
led Coalition jets struck a Syrian Army position near D&gror airport, killing more than 60
Syrian soldiers*! The second event occurred @8 SeptemberAn aid convoy stopped at a
warehouse near um alKubra on Castello Roadvas hit by aerial strikeilling at least21

Bl suleiman AlKhalidi, Syrian army, allies counter attack to regain lost ground in AlefgoLy MAIL (Aug. 2,
2016), http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/reuters/artid&20636/Syriararmy-allies-counterattackregainlost
groundAleppo.html.

132 |d_

8 patrick Lion,6\ULD UHEHOV FODLP WR KDYH EURNHQ $VVDG UHJLPHYV VLHJH |
during five days of bloody fightin®AILY MAIL (Aug. 6, 2016), http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article
3726662/SyrieRebelskey-positionssouthrAleppo-monitor.html.

BE6HYHQ FKLOGUHQ N L:I2I0 Né&pph THENEW ARE YAUd.Hb 2R 1B),
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2016/8/5/sesfgitdrentkilled-in-syriasRebetheld-aleppo.

135 eith Fadel Syrian Army opens key southern Aleppo r@sidMASDAR NEWS (Sep. 9, 2016),
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syramy-openskey-southerralepperoad/.

136 Tom Miles, 6\ULDQ RSSRVLWLRQ VD\V $OHSSR EDVWRAGERS(BdpGIHWIAFOHDQVLQJY
http://www.reuters.com/article/umideastcrisis-syriakodmantidUSKCN11750C.

B76\ULDYTV FLYLO ZDU 86ALLXNERABeR O,2QB)K GHDO
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/09/syeigil -war-russiaclinch-syriadeat160910031517683.html.

138 Ryan Browne and Elise LaboKerry announces URussian deal on Syrian ceasefi@NN (Sep. 9, 2016),
http://www.cnn.com/2016/09/09/politics/syri@asefirekerry-lavrov/.

139 |d_

10 Tim Hume and Schams Elwaz@&yrian ceasefire appears to hold, but aid deliveries are on stai@iM (Sep.
14,2016), http://edition.cnn.com/2016/09/13/middleeast/syeiasefire/.

141 Angus McDowall,U.S:led jets kill dozens of Syrian soldiers: Russia, monRa&uTERS(Sep. 17, 2016),
http://www.reuters.com/article/usideasicrisissyriausaidUSKCN11NOPT.
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people and destroyind8 of the trucks carryingsupplies for civilians*? The next day,
bombardments and clashes by all sides resuemeling the ceasefire after only 7 days.

The collapse of the ceasefire pushieel Syrian Armed Forceand Russian forces to carry
out more strikes throughotastern Alepppwith fierce bombardments daily. As pertainsto
warplane and artillery shellip Septembewas one of the deadliest months in AlepptStarting
in early OctoberSyrian Armed Forcebeganan offensive and pushed past the frontlines into
Rebetheld Eastern Aleppo for the first time in four yeafé The Syrian Army, with cover from
Russian arstrikes were attempting to choke tiikebelgroups from three front8ustan alBasha
from the north'® Salah aDin in the west, and Shaikh Said in the sodth.

The final push byhe Syrian Armed Forcds retake Aleppo began d®d Novemberwhen
Russia announced renewed airstrikeR@betheld areas?’ The major push came in the northern
districts, namelythe MasakinHanano district*® By 26 Novembey the Syrian Armyhad fully
takenthis district,'*® which led to retaking the rest of the northeasteontion of Rebetheld
Aleppo®® On 28 November the Syrian Armed Forces movéal take Old Aleppo by entering
Tareq akBab district’®! Like Masakin+ DQDQR WKH 320G & LREhéIcED@dsiBdd HQ X QG
2012 and was a symbol of the revolution in the @ty.7 DecemberOld Aleppo was also retaken
by the Syrian Army!°2

The retreat byRebel forces from Old Aleppo pushed new international concern for the
well-being of civilians left within the city. Th&.S. and other western powers issued a joint
statementsking for a ceasefire to allow aid to get to civilians within the besieged portion of the
city.*> On 8 Decemberthe Syrian Air Forcehalted strikes to allow some 8,000 civilians to

¥25yrLD FRQIOLFW $LG FRQYR\ KLVBBENEWS(SEp.M9Y20L6),H] QHDU $OHSSR
http://mww.bbc.com/news/worlthiddle-east37413411. It was later determined that Syrian warplanes had carried
out this attack; See Attack on the Aid Convoy for more onattéck.

3 This takes into account that there were at least a few days of pause due to the negotiation of the ceasefire.
144 Syria: Governmentanks roll into rebeheld AleppoAL JAZEERA (Oct. 4, 2016),
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/10/sygavernmentanksroll-Rebetheld-aleppe161004190513206.html.

145| eith Fadel Syrian Army captures strategic district in east AlepdoMASDAR NEws(Oct. 6, 2016),
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syramy-capturesstrategiedistrict-eastaleppo/.

146 eith Fadkl, Syrian Army, Hezbollah advance in southern Aleppo amid the crumbling jihadist defenses
MASDAR NEws (Oct. 7, 2016)https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrammy-hezbollakhadvancesouthern
aleppeamid-crumblingjihadistdefenses/.

147Emma Grahantarrison,Aleppo airstrikes restart as Russia announces major Syria offeAisiz6€SUARDIAN

(Nov. 15, 2016), https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/nov/15/alepstrikesresumeasrussiaannounces
major-syria-offensive.

148 The Masakin Hanano district witee first district taken by Rebels back in 2012 and was one of the largest held
districts in the city.

149 Regime forces takes control on Hanano housings neighboy8yathN OBSERVATORY FORHUMAN RIGHTS

(Nov. 26, 2016), http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=55683.

150] jsa Barrington and Tom Perr@yrian army captures part of rebeéld east AleppdREUTERS(Nov. 26, 2016),
http://lwww.reuters.com/article/tmideastcrisis-syriaaleppeidUSKBN13LOKR.

151 Aerial bombardment targets eastern Aleppo and continued clashies @ity SYRIAN OBSERVATORY FOR

HUMAN RIGHTS (Nov. 28, 20116)http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=55799.
152 |d

153 Id
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evacuateRebetheld Aleppot>* On 10 December, Russian news agency, Russiday, reported
that over 50,000 civiliansad been evacuated and 1,000 Rebels surrentféred

However, while the evacuations were occurringmbardments by both Syria and Russia
continued as they pushed into the final ared®atfetheld Aleppo. Orl2 December Shaikh Said
was taken byhe Syrian Army**®On 13 December, the remaining portions held byRebes was
estimated to be at just 5% of the city.

At this point, theU.N., westerngovernmerg, and the international community asserted
that a cessatioof hostilities needed to occur to prevent a massacre of the civilians that remained
in the city.Besieged Aleppans posted final goodbyes on social media while others pleaded for the
international community to step in. Russia and Turkey quickly negotetedasefire on 13
December. Under the ceasefire, bombardments would end so that evacuations of the city could
take place for the 50,000 civilians still in the cit§On 16 DecemberSOHRreported that 8,500
people had been evacuatattluding 3,000 fightrs®® On 22 Decemberthe U.N.and the ICRC
stated that the city had been completely evacuaited the las#,000 fighters were taken out of
the city®® Over the course of a few days, 34,000 people, civilians and fighters, had been
evacuated®! President Asad and the Syrian Army announced that they had retaken the city on
the same dajf?

154 Russia says Syria army halts Aleppo attacks as rebels corrizsed MAIL (Dec. 8, 2016),
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/articlé0130&/SyriasAssadconfidentvictory-Aleppo.html.

155 Russian Reconciliation Center evacuated 50,000 civilians from E. Aleppo in past Rdsags ToDAY (Dec.
10, 2016), https://www.rt.com/news/36988@ia-evacuatiorcivilians-aleppo/.

16 7HU UL I\L Q J thouBdAd3 Herihat in by Syrian army adva@®SNews(Dec. 12, 2016),
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/aleppwriacivilians-trappedshrinkingbombedoppositionterritory/.

By, W LV SDVW WLPH IRU \RX WR DFWY WR HQG RaI@MUIN ke3sif -SSR 81 &K
NEWSCENTRE (Dec. 13, 2016)http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55789#.WFKG69LNzIU.
158 Syrian rebels say Aleppo truce deal struck, to take effect shRHIyrERS(Dec. 13, 2016),
http://www.reuters.com/article/umideast-crisis-ceasefirdadUSKBN1421Y9

1598500 including 3000 rebels leave eastern Aleppo in less than 24, IByeisN OBSERVATORY FORHUMAN
RIGHTS (Dec. 16, 2016)http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=57103

160 Stephanie Nebeha#,000 fighters have left Aleppo indst stage, thousands await evacuation: Red Cross
REUTERS(Dec. 22, 2016), http://www.reuters.com/articlefugleastcrisis-syriaalepparedcross
idUSKBN14B140.
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182 Ellen FrancisSyrian army announces victory in Aleppo in boost for ASREATERS(Dec. 22, 2016),
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN14B1NQ.
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From16 Julyto 22 December, or 160 daythe Syrian Armed Forcdsesieged Aleppé??
The result of the siege was a successful military victory for the Sgoaernmenand their
Russian allieswhile a crucial hit to the variouRebelforces in the area. Howevedhe siegethe
conditions it imposed, and actions taken by parties in furtheranoe@sponse to the siegeft
the city resembling a shadow of its fornierauty

DOCUMENTED |INCIDENTS DURING THE SIEGE
Introduction

The following sections contain a list of various legally relevant instances categorized as:
Siege Warfare, Indiscriminate Shelling, Barrel Bombs, Chemical Weapons, Attacks on Medical
and Humaitarian Operations, and Extrajudicial Killin§¥.This does not purport to be a complete
list of legally relevant categories in the context of the siege of Aleppo, but a list of instances that
are representative of the siege itself. Some categories incardmis types of instances that
represent the wealth of instances not included, while others show a series of instances that illustrate
the gravity of this type of category. All categories are brought back in the context of the siege itself
to show how thy were done in furtherance of the siege that brought the end oflirdtdéleppo.

Siege Warfare

Throughout the course dhe Syrian Conflict, the Syrian governmdmis used siege
warfare as a tool to weakdérebelstrength and resolve. The tactic waedduring the Middle
Ages, wherein armies would surround a city or other populated area and cut it off from s@pplies.
While it may take some time, eventually, the thinking is,
fighters and civilians trapped inside will run out o Y
supplies and starveusender, or lose the ability to fightf_The fa_lte of CIVIIIan_S trapped
back!6 The fate of civilians trapped in besieged areas 18 besieged areas is often
often bleak: they might starve, freeze to death, or di®leak: they might starve,
from lack of medical careThroughout thesiege of freeze to deathgr die from
Aleppo, civilians were subjected to frequent tamgpti lack of medical care
with barrel bombs and other weaponry. '

The UN.'s Special Advisor for Syria reported that no significant humanitarian aid
deliveries reached eastern Aleppo after July 2018leppo-basedRebelgroups reported that
fobody [could] get in or out of Algg. %8 On 29 September 2016, it was announced that all

183 While the siege was formally broken in early August for a few weeks, the siege will be discussed as if it were
persistent.

184 Not included btiresearched extensively dnstances pertaining t@sual assault.

165 Beth Van Schaackvlapping War Crimes in Syri®2 NAvVAL COLLEGE INT 1] L. STUDIES SERIES282(2016).

166 See Van Schaacksupranote 165.

187 Transcript of press stakeout by Mr. Jan Egeland, Special Advisor td.theéSpecial Envoy for Syai 10

November 201LReLIEFWEB (Nov. 10, 2016), http://reliefweb.int/report/syrianabrepublic/transcrippress
stakeouimr-janregelandspecialadvisorunitednations.

188 Dominic Evans and Sulieman-khalidi, Syrian army sezies only road into Reheld Aleppq REUTERS(July 17
2016), http://www.reuters.com/articlefosideastcrisis-syriaaleppeidUSKCN0ZX09Q.
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WKUHH FULWHULD XVHG WR GHILQH D ®EHVLHJIJHG DUHD" ZHUFE
lack of humanitarian access, and lack of free movement for civiifans.

The Rome statute prohibits th@entional use ofsstarvation of civilians as a method of
warfare by depriving them of objects indispensable to their survival, including willfully impeding
relief supplies as provided for under the Geneva convenfidhand dntentional infliction of
conditions of life,inter alia, the deprivation of access to food and medicine, calculated to bring
about the destruction of part of a populatidft.Further, the Additional Protocol Il of the Geneva
Conventions requires the protection of objects indispeastablthe survival of the civilian
population:

Starvation of civilians as a method of combat is prohibited. It is therefore prohibited to
attack, destroy, remove or render useless, for that purpose, objects indispensable to the
survival of the civilian poplation, such as foodstuffs, agricultural areas for the production

of foodsztuffs, crops, livestock, drinking water installations and supplies and irrigation
worksl’

Three issues best illustrate the widespread impact of the siege of Aleppo: lack afrsdord
FLYLOLDQV WR HVFDSH RU EULQJ KXPDQLWDULDQ DLG LQ Ul
LQGLVSHQVDEOH WR WKH VXUYY¥ DO RI WKH FLYLOLDQ SRSXO

The Syrian Armed Forcdally seized full ontrol of Castello Roadh mid-July,}’*and
fully cut off access to eastern AleppodgJuly.l” There werénitially 250,000people irbesieged
eastern Aleppd’® The Syrian Armed Forcdsegan an information campaign urging residents to
leaveand designated passadesthe evacuation of civilians. The Russians proposed a plan that
would allow for a number of corridors out of Alepp8 Although the U.N. considered this plan to
EH SGHHSO\ IODZHG ~ LW FRQVLGHUHG SOD\LQJDLothROH LQ
activists, however, expressed cems that these routes would actually lead to arrest and

169 J.N. SecretarGeneralJmplementation of Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014)
and 2258 (2015)Box 3,U.N.Doc. S/2016/873 (Oct. 18, 2016).

"ORome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 37 ILM 1002, Article 8(2)(b)(xxv) (1998).

171 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 37 ILM 1002, Article 7(2)(b).

172 protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventiond 2fAugust 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of
Nor+International Armed Conflicts (Protocol Il) art. 14, 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS 609.

173 Id.

174 Dominic Evans and Sulieman-kihalidi, Syrian army sezies only road into Rebeld AleppoREUTERS(July 17
2016), http://www.reuters.com/articlefosideastcrisis-syriaaleppeidUSKCN0ZX09Q.

175 Syrian army says cut off all supply routes into east AleRpoTERS(July 27, 2016),
http://uk.reuters.com/article/ukideastcrisis-syria-aleppeidUKKCN1071FO.

176 Eastern Neighborhoods of Aleppo are being Bombed and Besi&gadN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (July
25, 2016), http://sn4hr.org/blog/2016/07/25/24794/

17 REUTERS supranote 175.

178 Kareem Shahee®yria: UN considers role in Russia's 'deeply flawed' mitagan corridors plan THE
GUARDIAN (Aug. 5, 2016), https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/05/ayreonsidergole-in-russias

deeplyflawed-humanitariarcorridorsplan
179 Id.
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detention® International organizations called for the protection of civilians, whether or not they
chose to leav&! Additionally, Kurdish forces prevented civilians from travelling into or out of
Rebetheld neighborhoods of Aleppo through Sheikh Magstiid.

The siege held until a Rebel counterattack eRa@mouseh, led by jihadist Rebel groups,
including Jabhat Fateh-8ham!® which opened a southern corridor into the éfinternational
observersoped that the corridor would allow aid into the ¢f3The two parties struggled for
control of the aiRamouseh area until the Syrian Armed Forces finally wrested control of the
district from the Rebels on 6 Septemb&r.

The U.S. and Russia brokered aasefire on 10 September, purportedly to allow
humanitarian aid into Rebékld areas®’” However aid convoys were stuck at the Turkish border
days after the ceadme went into effect because dfe difficulty of securing Syrian government
andRebelassirances of safe passa&SomeRebelgroups, including Jabhat FatekSham, said
that they would not accept the foreign aid because they disagreed with the terms of the cease
fire.18 Just days after the start of the cefisea Red Crescent humanitariaitl @ornvoy and
warehouse was targeted diystrikes, killing 20 civilians and a Red Crescent staff mertiSer.

189 The Alleged Passages Announcedsmyernmentorces are for Killing andisappearanceSYRIAN NETWORK
FORHUMAN RIGHTS (July 31, 2016), http://sn4hr.org/wp
content/pdf/english/Alleged_crossings_are_crossings_disappearances_and_killings_en.pdf.

181 Syria: Civilians must be protected, whether they stay in Eastern Aleppo, SNTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF
THE RED CrROSS(July 28, 2016), https://www.icrc.org/en/document/syildlians-mustbe-protectedwhetherthey
stay-easterraleppaor-not.

182 Eastern Neighborhoods of Aleppo are Being Bombed and Bes&gadN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (July
24, 2016), http://sn4hr.org/wp
content/pdf/english/Neighborhoods_in_Aleppo_under_siege_and_bombardment_en.pdf.

183 Syrian jihadi rebels launch offensive to break Aleppo sibgeTcHEWELLE (Aug. 1, 2016),
http://www.dw.com/en/syriafihadi-Relelslaunchoffensiveto-breakaleppasiege/al9440704.

184 Timeline: The battle for Alepp&EUTERS(Dec. 14, 2016), http://www.reuters.com/articlefaileastcrisis
syria-aleppotimelineidUSKBN1430PJ; Suleiman-#halidi, Rebels launch major assault to tcybreak Aleppo
siege REUTERS(Aug. 1, 2016), http://www.reuters.com/articlefmideastcrisis-syriaaleppeidUSKCN10B0ZU.
185 Syrians celebrate as Rebels and jihadists break the Assad [GHEEELEGRAPH
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/08/06/apscelebrateas Rebelsandjihadistsbreakthe-assaeregime/.
186 AL -MASDAR NEWS, supranote 135.

187 Raf SanchezSyrian regime steps up airstrikes ahead of ceasefire agreed by US and RusJiBLEGRAPH
(Sept. 10, 2016), http://www.telegraph.co.uk/ne®$6209/10/assadtepsup-airstrikesheadof-deadlinefor-
ceasefireagreed/.

188 Raf SancheZJN says armed Syrian groups blocking Aleppo aid for 'political g@ifE TELEGRAPH (Sept. 14,
2016), http://lwww.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/09/14agsarmedsyrian-groupsblocking-aid-to-aleppafor-
politicall.

189 |d_

190 Syria: Attack on humanitarian convoy is an attack on humamtERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THERED CROSS
(Sept. 20 2016), https://www.icrc.org/en/document/sgittackhumanitariarconvoy-attackhumanty
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Once the siege began, food and fuel prices in Redddlareas rose as stores of flour, fuel,
and produce dwindlet?! Activists reported hourbong lines for bread®? Because the siege
prevented civilians from leaving Aleppo and humanitarian aid from entering Aleppo, many
Aleppan markets stood empty. From August to September 2016, the price of a standard food basket
in eastern Aleppo rose 13%6 Further,oy November, the U.N. reported that the last food rations
were being distributed in Aleppd* The price of milk, when available, had quadrupled from the
start of the siege and many items were completely unavaitdble.

Buying what little food was availabkso proved to be dangerous. A doutalp airstrike
targeted a vegetable market in Firdous on 12 August, killing at least 15 civitaDs. 28
September, at about 3 am, an airstrike targeted a bakeryMaaali district!®’ Civilians were
lining up to purbase bread at the time of the strike and at least 8 civilians were killed in the attack
(including an owner of the baker§} Another attack on 30 September targeted the Azizi bakery
in a-Haydaria also killing the owné??

Aleppans also faced thdestruction of essential infrastructure. On 31 July, clashes
damaged an electricity transmission station that powered the water supply to the city oPeppo.
As many as 2 million people were without running water by-migjust?°* and wih waer tanks
in the city already lav, many civilians, especially in eastern Aleppo, were forced to obtain water
from unsafe source$? The 12 August airstrike on the Firdous vegetable market also damaged a

191 Eastern Neighborhoods of Aleppo are Being Bombed and Bes&gadN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (July

24, 2016), http://sn4hr.org/wp
content/pdf/english/Neighborhoods_in_Aleppo_under_siege_and_bombardment_en.pdf.; ZenaShaizhamay:

Aleppo's ciMians face humanitarian crisif\L JAZEERA (Aug. 23, 201),
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/08/sywar-aleppacivilians-face humanitariarcrisis

160823153958687.html.

192 Eastern Neighborhoods of Aleppo are Being Bombed and Bes@gadN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (July

24, 2016), http://sn4hr.org/wp
content/pdf/english/Neighborhoods_in_Aleppo_under_siege_and_bombardment_en.pdf.

193 A standard food basket includes bread, rice, lentils, sugar, and vegetable oil to feed a family of five 1,930 kcal a
day fora month.Syria County Office: Market Price Watch BulletiftORLD FOOD PROGRAM (Sept. 2016),
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp287851.pdf? _ga=1.258700042.1053205769.149
1854635.

194 Bethan McKernanAleppo on last food packagesays UN as harsh winter approachieeEPENDENT(Nov. 10,

2016), http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middéest/aleppeaonflict-latestun-warnsresidentsbrink-
starvationappealsputinrassaea7410281.html.

195 Id.

19 Report of the Independent Interivaial Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 1 43, Feb. 2, 2017,
U.N. Doc. A/HRC/34/64.
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201 Camila Domonoske? Million Residents Of WaRavaged Aleppblow Without Running WateNATIONAL
PusLIC RADIO (Aug. 9, 2016), http://www.npr.org/sections/thetweay/2016/08/09/4892966704Rillion-residents

of-war-ravagedaleppenowwithoutrunningwater.
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water line, which decreased access to water in that
district 23 Airstrikes targeted the wateubstation in Bab ;. - : :
Nayrab on 22 September, which pubitt of service and CIV”_'anS in Aleppo were in a
left 200,000 civiliansvithout water2%* destitute state of emergency.

With decreasing access to food, water, the lack of humanitarian aid, and the rising cost of
food, the people of Aleppo fodnthemselves in a horrific situatiomhey were encircledand
bombarded dailyCivilians in Aleppowere in a destitute state of emergency where the choices
were limited to dust or famine.

Indiscriminate Shelling

The civilians of Aleppo have sufferedfn constant explosive shelling from Syrian Army
artillery, and Syrian Air Force helicopters and warplanes. They have also faced shelling from
stolen or homemade artillery employed by various Rebel groups, as well as missile strikes by the
Russian Air Forcand U.S. led Coalition Forces. Despite this plethora of actors and the various
means by which they lob explosives into Aleppo, it is clear, that most of the collective death and
destruction that has occurred in Aleppo has been the result of persistemtaaside aerial
bombardment.

On 24 July 2012 the Syrian Air Force initiatétd ZKDW ZRXOG EHFRPH RQH R
lengthiest campaigns of heavy aerial bombardment. Over time, this bombardment eventually
became more sustained and destructive and was paheapsst important tool that the Syrian
governmentused to ultimately subjugate Aleppo in December Z84@etween 2011 and
February 2016, the Syrian Accountability Project documented a total of 24,102 civilian deaths

from combined shelling incidents (i.ground based
At least3,037 civilians were artillery and aerial bombardment)n Aleppo, SAP
: : . documented 10,951 civiliadeaths in Aleppo from the
killed during the final stages start of the war until the end of 2016. Furth8AP
of the Aleppo siege, between documented thaat least3,037 civilians were killed
July and December 2016. during the final stages of the Alpo siege, between July
and December 201@hus, it is clear that civilian deaths
from shelling in Aleppo have contributed significantly to overall casualty statistics coming from
the Syrian Civil War.

203 Report of the Independent International Commissiom@fiiry on the Syrian Arab Republisupranote 196,
43.

2041d., 1 46.
2051an PannellAleppo: BBC journalist on Syria warplanes bombing,d&C NEws (July 24, 2016),
http://www.bbc.com/news/worldhiddle-east ,DQ 3DQQHOO 3>7TRGD\@ WKH PLOLWDU\T\

sharp escalation in this battle. BeLFRSWHU JXQVKLSV« VXVWDLQHG DUWLOOHU\« DQ XQF
been absent in this confieeWKH URDU RI ILJKWHU MHWYV ~

206Tim Eaton,6 L[ GHFLVLYH SRLQWYV W BBOMEwK M. 16, G0%) alkdldpe at:D U
http://www.bbc.comiews/worldmiddle-east 7LP (DWRQ 5HVHDUFK IHOORZ &KDWKDP
recapture of Rebdield eastern Aleppo by tlwvernmenandgovernmenaligned forces in December 2016 was

the most significant victory for Presidentgssl in the conflictR GDWH ~
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History is replete with a sordid assortmentsaktained and heavy aerial bombardments
that deliberately targeted civilian populated urban areas. The first dropping of a bomb via aerial
vehicle occurred in 1849, when Hapsburg forces launched 200 pilotless balloons loaded with fuse
timed bombs againshe besieged city of Venice, Itafy’ Incidents of aerial bombardment that
followed the invention of warplanes ushered in a new era of wartime destruction. During the
6HFRQG :RUOG :DU *HUPDQ\YV DVVDXOW RQ /RQGRQ XSSH
Luftwaffe incurred at least 43,000 deaths in London and its suburbs between September 1940 and
May 19412°¢ U.S. bombing campaigns in Germany and Japan pushed the mass casualties and
destruction caused by aerial bombardment to a new extreme. Bombings condudtedJi$.t
during World War 1l reached its ultimate crescendo in Japan with the first use of atomic weapons
on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Despite the fact that the practice of dropping bombs from aircraft has become a fixture of
modern armed conflFW LQGLVFULPRPBDVOH KDYSEHMHQ UHFRJQL]JHG D
practice?®® Yet, the use of aerial bombardment is still one of the most important facets of modern
warfare.

The situation in Aleppo is different than its historical predecesasran example of
indiscriminate shelling of civilians. Aleppo marks the
most sustained bombing campaign ever perpetrated u
a city; and by its own nationgbvernmento lessFour Hgnour and a.half years of
and a half years of constant aerial bombardment redudg@nstant agal bombardment
much of Aleppo toan apocalyptic landscape sioke reduced much of Aleppo to a
a_nd dust_SA_P r(_—:-sgarcbf area bomblng in Aleppo shows apocalyptic landscape of
signs of indiscriminate use that disproportionately affects
civilians in the city. Further, the totality of these incident§mOke and dust
suggests a deliberate practice of bombimgorder to
terrorize or disproportionately impact civilians

The Law Against Indiscriminate Shelling

The Geneva Conventions and its Additional Protocustain several provisions that
pertain to incidents of indiscriminate shelling that kill civiliankhe Geneva Conventions
designates those persons not taking part in hostilities as a protected class who must be treated
SKXPDPHOR WKLV HQG WKH *HQHYD &RQYHQWLRQV SURKLELYV

207Dr. Russell NaughtorRemote Piloted Aerial Vehicles: An AntholpyoNASH UNIVERSITY (February, 2 2003),
http://www.ctie.monash.edu.au/hargrave/rpav_home.html.

208 The Blitz BBC HiSTORY (2017), http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/events/the_blitz.

209 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of
International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) art. 51, 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS 3; Protocol Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, arelating to the Protection of Victims of Ndnternational Armed Conflicts
(Protocol II) art. 26, 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS 609; Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be Excessivelyouguor to Have Indiscriminate Effects (and
Protocols) (As Amended on 21 December 2001) art. 3, 10 October 1980, 1342 UNTI®d Biggue Rules of Air
Warfare, Art. 24 (3), Feb. 1923.

210 Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of Was, Aug. 12, 1949, 6 U.S.T. 3316, 75
U.N.T.S. 135.
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of civilian populations from dangers imposed by military operations, to that end, acts of violence

or threats of violence against civilians are prohibftédindiscriminate attacks, defined as those

attacks that are not directed at a specific military objective, or which employ combat methods
which cannot discriminate adequately against specific military objectives, are proRtbigfd.

particular concern in relation to Aleppo is the prohibition of AWWW DFN 3E\ ERPEDUGPHQ
treats a number of clearly separated and distinct military objectives located in an urban area with
concentrations of civilians as a single military objecfite.

Additional Protocol Il (AP 1l) restates the earlier iterated @cted class and again calls for
their humane treatmeft® AP Il follows ZLWK D VSHFLILF SURKLELWLRQ DJDLQ
health and physicalormentalwdlHLQJ Rl1 SHUVRQV L Q%SAPUINIdoEMN@GIDU P X UG
a general requirement to peat civilian populations. In furtherance of this objective, civilians are
QRW DOORZHG WR EH ahdKadyatk Brivihreatd/ofRibldn i WdD kaMe the purpose
of terrorizing civilians is also prohibited’

The Rome Statute restates the sanodected class of persons in the Geneva Conventions
and proscribes acts of violence against tR€ithe Rome Statute also sets forth war crimes and
crimes against humanity that necessarily entail situations of indiscriminate shelling that kills
civiians. )LUVW D 3FULPH DJDLQVW KXPDQLW\" HQWDLOV DQ\ DFW
3ZLGHVSUHDG RU V\VWHPDWLF DWW BSbcond) iz LRQneAStdutd LY L O L
pursuant to the Geneva Conventions proscribes any of the followin@aéts*ZDU FULPHV™ ZL(
killing?® ZLOOIXOO\ FDXVLQJ 3JUHDW %3 KttddkdtHaQale RitgntidmbllyL R XV L (
directedagainst civilians are prohibited no matter the circumstances of armed c&flicthe
case of international armed conflitie Rome statute prohibits the launch of an attaith
NQRZOHGJH WKDW VXFK DWWDFN ZLOO FDXVH :LQFLGHQWDO
area??3 Also during international armed conflict armed forces should not attack an undefended
SWRZIQQODJHV GZHOOLQJV RU EXLOGLQJ¥ ZKLFK DUH QRW Pl

211 Id

212 protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of
International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) art. 51, 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS 3.

213 Id.

214 Id.

215 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of
Nonr, QWHUQDWLRQDO $UPHG &RQIOLFWYV 3URWRFRO ,, DUW -XQH

a direct part or who have &8VHG WR WDNH SDUW LQ KRVWLWOLWHV«’

216 Id.

271d. at art. 13.

218 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 37 ILM 1002, Article 8(2)(c)(i) (1998).

219 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 37 ILM 1002, Article 7(1)(a) (1998).

2201d. at Article 8(2)(a)(i).

22114, at Article 8(2)(a)(iii).

2221d. at Article 8(2)(b)(ii) (international armed conflictyl. at Article 8(2)(e)(i) (nofinternational armed conflict).
2231d. at Article 8(2)(b)(iv).

2241d. at Article 8(2)(b)(v).
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Most Egregious Incidents of Indiscriminate Shelling During the Siege

Located in Appendix A, there ardocumented incidences of indiscriminate shelling
throughout the siege éfleppo. This includes accounts of warplane shelling and artillery shelling.
For warplane shelling, it will consider the Syrian Regime Air Force, the Russian Air Force, and
U.S. Coalition forces. The types of weapons include conventional bombs andsrassiell as
barrel bombg?® The instances below are ones that were considered most egregious due to the
number of victims, the target of the strikes, or the type of weapon used. While most instances are
ones that took place in the city, some that occusteside the city are included to provide context
to the war surrounding and affecting the siege in Aleppo.

These incidents are representative of continuous and indiscriminate use of explosive
bombardment of Aleppd/Vhile there are legitimate targets thghwut Rebeheld Aleppo, the
disregard for the welbeing of civilians and the disproportionate impact these attacks had on
civilians goes to the indiscriminate nature of the bombing campaign. Most telling is that the Syrian
government does not distinguisatween combatants and R6hFRPEDWD QWY IRU DUHDYV L
DQG LQVWHDG FRQVLGHUVY DOO WR EH 3SWHUURULVWYV = 7KX\
exonerate a bombing campaign that does not distinguish between legitimate and illegitimate
targets.

Instead the indiscriminate shelling campaign ties into the campaign of terror brought on
the city as a way of striking fear in the residents of the city. The campaign compelled surrender by
raining bombs on a daily basis.

Barrel Bombs

The story ofaerial bombardment and other forms of indiscriminate shelling in Aleppo is
not as conventional as most historical instances. As seen,absignificant percentage of the
aerial bombardment of Aleppo involve the use of improvised explosive deviceaveatérned
WKH PHGLD PRQLNHU 3EDUUHO ERPE °

There is no singular, authoritative definition of a "barrel bomb." Most frequently, the term
LV XVHG WR UHIHU WR DQ LPSURYLVHG FRQWDLQHU « GURSS
incendiary or othesubstances and often additional materials to increase fragment projégtion."
7KH ERP Y\ tiydicslly an oil drum or a similar contaireend may contain up to 2,000
pounds of TNT22’ Dropped from high altitudes, barrel bombs contain no mechanisiiréating
the projection of their faff?® Although earlier versions may have been cruder, today they usually
utilize impact fuses, which detonate upon impact with the grétiithey are unstable, and some

225 The succeeding sectionlirvdiscuss barrel bombs in more detail.

226 Barrel Boml WEAPONSLAW, http://www.weaponslaw.org/glossary/barbeimb.

227 seeDeath Everywhere: War Crimes and Human Rights Abuses in Aleppo, AYNasTY INTERNATIONAL
(May 2015), https://amnesty.dk/media/B2@eateverywherealeppo.pdf, p. 19 (for an illustrated anatomy of a
barrel bomb).

228 Torie Rose Deghetf;he Buildit-Yourself BomhsmoREIGNPoLICY (July 3, 2014),
https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/07/03/ttiild-it-yourseltbombs/.

228 Death Everywheresupra note 227; See also, Deghetipranote 228.
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will detonate prior to ewvehitting the ground®® The Regime likely turned to the use of barrel
bombs, which are relatively inexpensive to produce and detonate, after depleting stores of more
traditional weaponry?!

Throughout the siege, and for years pritve civilian population in Aleppo lived in
constat fear of barrel bomb attack®¥ One civilian, speaking to Amnesty International, described
WKHP DV 3WKH PRVW % Barridl banbOgive ZehDiglI&w@arming of their approach,
giving civilians very little time to seek shelter. Upon impact, addddomb may case immense
damage: doctors in Aleppo have reported victims suffering from burns and blunt force #auma.
Many victims require amputations and suffer from damage to their eyé&iglatrel bombs may
also cause severe structural dam&ge.

Barrel bombs frequently target civilian areéslding to the damage, they often come in
SGRXBWOK’¥ " VWULNHV ZKHUHLQ D EDUUHO ERPE ZLOO IDOO FD
another barrel bomb will target the same area, likely to take imitrésponders and other
emergency personnel. Additionally, there have been several reports of barrel bombs containing
poisonous gases or incendiary material.

Barrel bombs are not per se prohibited under international law, but their use (and especially
the way in which thy are used by the Syrian Air Foycis likely unlawful. International
humanitarian law requires that the principles of military nece$Sitylistinction?*® and
proportionality*® guide any use of force in an armed conflict. Barrel bomsppid from any
height, contain no steering mechanism and therefore cannot target with precision. It is nearly
impossible to accurately target a barrel bomb dropped from high altitudes, as they frequétttly are.

230 Deghett,supranote 228.

231 Report of the independent international commission of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, Aug. 13, 2014, U.N.

Doc. AIHRC/27/60 [hereinafter 2014 Report].

Z2$0OHSSRTV 5IDOf©uNder Babel BomhDOCTORSWITHOUT BORDERS(Mar. 2015),
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/sites/usalfiles/attachments/aleppos_reality daily life_under_barrel_bombs.p

df

283 Death Everywheresupranote 227

2342014 Reportsupranote 231 at 16.

235 |d

236 No less than 12,958 Barrel Bombs Dropped in 2@&IAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Jan. 9, 2017),
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2017/01/09/30900/

237 Military NecessityINTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THERED CROSS https://casebook.icrc.org/glossary/military
neessity(OLOLWDU\ QHFHVVLW\ 3 SHUPLWYV PHDVXUHYVY ZKLFK DUH DFWXDOO\ QI
purpose and are not otherwise prohibited by international law. In the case of an armed conflict the only legitimate

military purpose is to weake KH PLOLWDU\ FDSDFLW\ RI WKH RWKHU SDUWLHY WR WK
238 Distinction, INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THERED CROSS https://casebook.icrc.org/glossary/distinction
(3&LYLOLDQV HQMR\ WKHLU SURWHFWLRQ IURP akddditdevpadMV WDFN XQOHVV I
hostilities ~

W3I>3@URSRUWLRQDOLW\ SURKLELWY DWWDFNV DJDLQVW PLOLWDU\ REMH
injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be exciss#ation to the
FRQFUHWH DQG GLUHFW PLO Pwortidndlit§ MTERQNATIDNAH COMMMIEEFAE SHEREDI G T

CROss https://casebook.icrc.org/glossary/proportionality

2402014 Reportsupranote 231.
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In eastern Aleppo, barrel bombs targeted tigosivilian areas: residential complexes,
hospitals, mosques, electricity plants, and others. Throughout the siege, eastern Aleppo was held
by Rebelforces (whom themselves are lawful military targets). However, despite the Syrian
5HJLPH DQG lOWMVYMWOYKBDW WKH\ RQO\ WDUJHW 3SWHUURULVWYV
attacksare civilians. Throughout theegie of Aleppo, barrel bombs killed ov@d0 civilians and
damaged mosques, hospitals, housing complexes, markets, and emergency vékidbsiols
civilian harm that results from barrel bomb attacks, compounded with their imprecise nature,
illustrates that barrel bombs, as used by the Syrian Regime, do not comply with international law.

Article 13 of AP Il to the Geneva Convention proes thatxivilian populations... as well
as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary
purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population is prohiBffe@hroughout
theSiege, and theonflict generally, barrel bombs were used predominantly to target civilian areas.
The unique nature of a barrel bomb attack further speaks to this violation: civilians in Aleppo
report living in constant fear of barrel bomb attacks, because of theirdictpl®lity and the
severity of the damage that results.

Throughout the siege of Aleppo, approximately 2,591 barrel bombs targeted the Aleppo
Governorate? At least 373 civilians died as a result of these attacks, including at least 79
children?*3 These figures are likely underreported.

Around 25 July Regime barrel bombs targeted a residential complex-Maahhad,
Aleppo?** The attack destroyed multiple residential buildings, trapping a number of civilians

241 Protocol Additional to the Geneva @eentions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of
Nor-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I&rt. 13 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS 609

242No less than 12,958 Barrel Bombs Dropped in 2@&IAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Jan. 9, 201)
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2017/01/09/309008lo less than 10987 Barrel Bombs since Russian intervei8wsmaN
NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Aug. 8, 2016)http://sndhr.org/wp
content/pdf/english/1183_explosive_barrels_in_July 2016_erNuodiess than 12366&aB8rel Bombs since Russian
intervention SYRIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Sep. 7, 2016ttp://sndhr.org/wp
content/pdf/english/1379_explosive_barrels_in_August 2016 _empdeéss than 13,024 Barrel Bombs have been
Dropped since the Beginning of the RasdMilitary Campaign in SyriaSYRIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS

(Oct. 7, 2016)http://sn4hr.org/wp
content/pdf/fenglish/13024_barrels_volatile_since_the_start_of the_ Russian_intervention Nenlest than
14,152 Barrel bombs since the Russian Intereen8tarted SYRIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Oct. 7, 2016),
http://sn4hr.org/wgcontent/pdf/english/1128 explosive_barrels_in_October_2016_eiNpdéss than 16,098
Barrel Bombs since the Start of the Russian Interven8orRIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Dec. 8, 2016),
http://sn4hr.org/wgcontent/pdf/english/The_explosive_barrels_in_Syria_in_November_2016_.en.pdf

243No less than 12,958 Barrel Bombs Dropped in 2@1@ranote 242No less than 10987 Barrel Bombs since
Russian interventigrsupranote 242;No less than 12366 Barrel Bombs since Russian intervestipnanote 242;
No less than 13.024 Barrel Bombs have been dropped since the Beginning of the Russian Military Campaign in
Syria supranote 242No less than 14,152 Barrel bombs since the Radsigrvention Startedsupranote 242;No
less than 16,098 Barrel Bombs since the Start of the Russian Intervenfioanote 242.

243 Syrian regime pounds Aleppo, thousands of people face food sh@tage SABAH (July 26, 2016),
https://www.dailysabla.com/syriarcrisis/2016/07/27/syriaregimepoundsaleppaethousandof-people
facefood-shortage.

244 Syrian regime pounds Aleppo, thousands of people face food shdage SABAH (July 26, 2016),
https://www.dailysabah.com/syriamisis/2016/07/27/syriaregimepoundsaleppoethousandsf-peoplefacefood-
shortage
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under the rubblé?® Reports in the days followinthe attack placed the death toll at 18 persons and
dozens injured, but that number is likely higfer.

A month later, or25 August, 15 civilians, including 11 children, were killed in a double
tap barrel bomb attack in Bai-Nayrab?*’ Civilians and ememncy groups, such as the White
Helmets, worked following the attacks to rescue civilians trapped under the rubble. Regime forces
targeted the same area with barrel bosdseral days later, during the funeral for those killed in
the 25 Augustattack. Atleast 25 civilians died in the secoatfack?*®

In October, Regime barrel bombs destroyed the largest hospiRehbetheld Aleppo,
NQRZQ DV?*%The hospital had been rendered out of service several days pri@g on
September. On that day, shelinggu WKH WZR ODUJHVW RSHUDWPR@DO KRV S
of sigggcez.?’l The destruction of M10 severely crippled access to medical carelbelheld
areas’

On several occasions, barrel bombs included containers filled with toxic gases, which
implicate additional violations of international law. The Convention on the Prohibition of the

245No Less than 56 Massacres in July 2036RIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Aug. 10, 2016),
http://sn4hr.org/wgcontent/pdf/english/At_leash6 _massacre_in_July 2016 _en;ddAILY SABAH, supranote

244,

246 Syrian army ‘cuts off last supply route to east AlephbJAZEERA (July 27, 2016),
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/07/syremmy-cutssupplyroute-eastaleppel60727133458560.htmBarrel
Bomb Attack in the Mashhad District of Alep@ETTY IMAGES, http://www.gettyimages.com/album/bartedmb
attackin-the-mashhadlistrict-of-aleppoachildrenrescueefrom-the--k7nOS50xsEiUSgzEJF _46g#seasid
rescueteammembergescuea-child-from-the-debrisof-pictureid579865120

247 Barrel bombing kills 1 children in Syria's AleppdIDDLE EAST EYE (Aug. 25, 2016),
http://mwww.middleeasteye.net/news/bafeimbingkills-11-childrensyriasaleppe405573351In Bab atNairab
QHLJKERUKRRG« D PDVVDFUH NLOOV DQG LQMXUshsteVBaHIEOWOURAfSWHRSOH ZKR
days ago in the same neighborhp8drRIAN OBSERVATORY FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Aug. 27, 2016),
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=49950llie Gillman, Eleven Syrian children among 15 people killed in horror
barrel bomb attack by Assad's foréesAleppo,DAILY MAIL (Aug. 25, 2016),
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/articld695902/ActivistsUS-led-coalition-airstrikeskill -15-Syria.htm| Latest
Martyrs: Aug. 25, 2016VICTIMS DOCUMENTATION CENTER (Aug. 25, 201§, www.vdc
sy.info/index.php/en/deifa/martyrs (last visited Feb. 22, 2017)

8InBabat1DLUDE QHLJKERUKRRG« D PDVVDFUH NLOOV DQG LQMXUHV WHQV
carried out a few days ago in the same neighborh8gHIAN OBSERVATORY FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Aug. 27, 2016)
http://lwww.syriahr.com/en/?p=4995Datest Martyrs: Aug. 27, 201%ICTIMS DOCUMENTATION CENTER (Aug. 27,
2016, www.vdcsy.info/index.php/en/details/marty(last visited Feb. 22, 201 Douisa LoveluckAirstrike in east
Aleppo hits funeraMW/ASHINGTON POST (Aug. 27, 2016)https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/airstrikeeast
aleppohits-childrensfuneral/2016/08/27/2917db58:6311e691ch
ecb5418830e9_story.html?utm_term=.cc22256462da

249 Jamie GriersorSyria: Aleppo hospital hit by barrel bombs acidster bombs, reports saJHE GUARDIAN (Oct.

1, 2016), https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/octiaairstrikesmajoroffensiveagainstRebetheld
areasof-aleppo.

250 Hospitals in Aleppo are given code names to disguise their location. This bespeually important in the past
few years as the Assad Regime and its allies began boldly targeting medical and humanitarian facilities.

251 Kareem Shaheen and Julian Borgexo Aleppo hospitals bombed out of service in 'catastrophic' airstitkes
GUARDIAN (Sep. 28, 2016https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/sep/28/aleppo-hospitalsbombedout-of-
servicesyria-airstrikes

252 For more information concerning the bombing of the M10 hospitasplsee the Attacks on Humanitarian and
Medical OperatioaSection.
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Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction of
1992 (Chemical Weapons Conventiodgfines certain chemical agents whose igsenlawful.
JXUWKHU WKH XVH RI FKHPLFDO ZHDSRQV LV 3SURKLELWH(
international humanitarian law and is a war crime under the Rome Statute of the International
&ULPLQD&*&RXUW °

Throughout the siege, there were attetavo instances of the use of toxic gas within a
barrel bomb to target civilian areas. Reports indicate that these bombs contained chlorine, a
chemical agent specifically prohibited by the Chemical Weapons Convention and customary
international humanitaain law.

Activists reported the use of such weapons to attack a residential neighborhoed in al
Zebdiyah controlled byRebes, on the evening df0 August?®* Regime helicopters reportedly
dropped barrel bombs containing canisters of a toxic gas with & shollorine?®® The attack
killed two children and their mother, and at least 60 other civilians required medicd°care.
'RFWRUV UHSRUWHG YLFWLPV ZLWK 3VXIIRFDWLRQ FRXJKL
W H D &1TQeke reports are consistent withyioes reports of suspected chlorine gas att&tks.

Less than a month later, 6nSeptemberbarrel bombs containing a toxic gas targeted the
Wafaa Kharsaa pharmacy in Sukari during the early afterfiddfictims reported to medical staff
at Aleppo hospital that, although there was no explosion, there was a strong smell of chlorine,
and that they had seen a greeristored gag®® 2
civilians died as a result of the attack, and over 150

M any essential services, suc others received medical treatméFit.

as hospitals, had to move

underground because of Barrel bombs have added a particiyldnorrific
constant targeting. aspect to the Syrian Civil W, because of their
frequency and the intensity of the destruction that they
cause. The fear of barrel bomb attacks wadkinstill
fear in and to paralyze the civilian population. Throughout the course of & siany essential
services, such as hospitals, had to move underground because of constant targeting by barrel
ERPEV 7KH 5HJLPHTV DMAWGDSEN pRriiciDarlyXi@diratideObecause, as one

2532014 Reportsupranote 231, § 117.

2541379 Barrel Bombs that resulted in the death of 111 civilians including 35 children and 16 women in August
2016 SYRIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Sep. 7, 2016http://sndhr.org/wp
content/pdf/english/137%xplosive_barrels_in_August 2016_en.pdf

255 Syria: New Deadly Chemical Attack$UMAN RIGHTS WATCH (Sep. 28, 2016),

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/09/28/sym@wdeadlychemicalattacks
256 Id.

257 Id

2582014 Reportsupranote 231,  117.

259658 Barrel Bombsliropped in September 2016 Killing 71 civilians including 15 children and Nine women
SYRIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Oct. 7, 2016)http://sn4hr.org/wp
content/pdf/english/13024_barrels_volatile_since_the_start of the Russian_intervention_en.pdf

260 Syria: New Deadly Chemical AttagkdUMAN RIGHTS WATCH (Sep. 28, 2016),

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/09/28/syme@wdeadlychemicalattacks
261 |d .
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resident commented7KH UHJLPH LWODWHZHOERQ YW BWK VD G chddleFD QW F
ZKR GLH 7KH\ ZDQW XV WR WKLQN WKDW LI ZH K®0OG IXQHUD(

Chemical Weapons

The people of Aleppo have faced one of the most universally despised of all weapons, toxic
chemical gas, oftedeliveredin abarrel bomb.

On 19 March 2013, more than 20 civilians were killed in the Khaksahl suburbs of
Aleppo when Syrian Armed Forces attacked with SarirffaEhis incident was part of series in
2013 that brought the inteational community to action on the problem of chemical weapons in
Syria, but the problem remains unsolved, and incidesnsist.

World War lis the theatre where chemisaéapons made their major debuheThorrors
they inflicted on the battlefield ledesolute disapproval by a growing body of States. This
eventually led to the development of a treaty at the 1925 League of Nations caReottoel for
the Prohibition of the Use of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gaselspf Bateriological
Methods & Warfare (1925 Geneva Protocdfyria did not accede to ti€®25 Genevédrotocol
until 1968254

The U.N. continued its legislative reinforcement of the 1925 Geneva Protocol and further
principles against using chemical weapons when the Conference omaisant presented the
Chemical Weapons Conventian its annual report on 3 September 18%2The Chemical
Weapons Convention was signed by 165 States by its date of entry in 1997. The Convention goes
EH\RQG WKH *HQHYD 3URW R FdR éhénviced WeRpobhdad. MastritQthe Q W K H
creation, storage, transport and trade of chemical weapons and their impleftfefiitse
Convention is administered by the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW).

2Q 6HSWHPEHU ign Mikidtdd WAliJ Rikhlem stated that the Syrian
Armed Forces possessed chemical weapons in contravention of the Chemical Weapons
Conventior?®” Moallem also stated that Syria aimed to comply with the Convention by ceasing
production of chemical weapons aogen its facilities to international investigatitii. UNSC
Resolution 211&stablished that Syria had until 30 June 2014 to destroy its chemical weapons

262| ouisa LoveluckAirstrike in east Aleppo hits funefAVASHINGTON POST (Aug. 27, 2016),
https://www.washingtgmost.com/world/airstrikén-eastaleppohits-childrensfuneral/2016/08/27/2917db 5869
11e691cbech5418830e9_story.html?utm_term=.cc22256462da

263 Final ReportJ.N. Mission to Investigate Allegations of the Use of Chemical Weapons in the Syrian Arab
Repuwblic, U.N. OFFICE FOR DISARMAMENT (Dec. 13 2013), https://unagieb.s3.amazonaws.com/wp
content/uploads/2013/12/report.pdf.

264 '"HFHPEHU PDUNV 6\ULDYY DVFHQVLRQ WR WKH &RQYHQWLRQ ZLWK
indicates recognitiorRl1 ,VUDHOYV VWDWHKRRG

265The Harvard Sussex Program on CBW Armament and Arms Limitation, The 1993 Chemical Weapons
Convention (Jan. 31, 2001), http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~hsp/chemical.html.

266 |d

267 Anne Barnard|n Shift,Syrian Official AdmitsGovernmentas Chemical ArmaNY Times (Sept. 10, 2013),

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/11/world/middleeast/SyClaemicalArms.html?_r=0.
268 Id.
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arsenaf®® The Syriangovernmentmet this deadline according to oversight provided by the
OPCW?7° Accordngly, by the end of August 2014, the OPCW saw to the destruction of 94% of
6\ULDYV GHFODUHG VWRFNSLOH RI FKHPLFDO ZHDSRQV LQFO>
etc.) in the Syrian arsendf Yet, despite these significant achievements the iioimusf chemical

weapons on the battlefield of Syria and in the city of Aleppo persists. Of concern are reports that
Syrian Armed Forces have continued to use chlorine gas as a weapon. Chlorine is not a banned
substance under the Convention, but its sseveeapon certainly is.

Most Egregious Incidents of Chemical Weapon Attack During the Siege

Appendix B includes documented incidences of chemical weapons being used throughout
the siege of Aleppo. The most significant report on the use of chemicpbmseduring the final
months of siege in Aleppo was issued by Human Rights Watch (HRW). ¢Biffed that there
were at least 8hemical gas attacks in Aleppo, likely all chlorine gas attaoisgductedby the
Syrian government betweenl7 Novemberand 13December20162’2 The 8 chemical weapon
attacks launched by the Syrian Armed Fotaéled 9 civilians (including 4 childremndinjured
200 otherg”® According to HRW, the use of chlorine gas attacks by Syrian Armed Forces appears
to precede major advancbyg the Syrian Armed Forces within the city of Aleppd.lt is also
important to note that HRW believes that the actual number of chemical attacks may be as many
as 12 but due to limited availability of evidence these additional incidents could not be
confirmed?”®

Conclusions on Chemical Weapons

Subsequent to repeated reports of chemical weapon attacks perpetrated by the Syrian
government, like those outlined above, on 13 January 2017, the OPCW announced that President
Assad and his brother Maher Assad suspected commanders implicated in the use of chemical
weapong.’® On 28 February 2017, Russia and China vetoed a UN Security Council resolution
(drafted by the US, UK and France) that banned the sale of helicopters to Syria and sought to
sanction 11 commaseds from the Syrian Armed Forces due to allegations of chemical attacks.

On 4 April 2017, reports of a chemical weapon attack in Khan Sheikhoun, Idlib Governorate

269 OPCW Executive Council, Decision [on the] Destruction of Syrian Chemical Weapord-BXIDEC.1 27
(Sept. 2013). httpgwww.opcw.org/fileadmin/OPCW/EC/A83/ecm33dec01_e .pdf.

20 /DVW RI 6\ULDYV FKHPLFD BBZ Ndw$§ RuD&/23/ K018 ShHG/wRvi.Wbc.com/news/world
middle-east27974379.

2”1 OPCW: All Category 1 Chemicals Declared by Syria Now Destra@egansation for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (Aug. 28, 2014), https://www.opcw.org/news/articlefapesategoryl-chemicalsdeclared
by-syrianow-destroyed.

272 gyria: Coordinated Chemical Attacks on Aleppluman Rights Watch (Feb. 13, 2017, 10:57 AM),

https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/13/sygaordinateechemicalattacksaleppo.
273 |d

274 |d

275 |d

276 Anthony DeutschExclusive: Assad linked to Syrian chemical attacks for first, tResiters (Jan. 13, 2017, 2:08
PM), http://lwww.reuters.com/article/umideastcrisis-syriachemicalweaponddUSKBN14X1XY.

277 Syria war: Russia and China veto sanctioBBC News (Feb. 28, 2017), http://www.bbc.com/news/world
middle-east39116854.
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(approximately 100 kilometers south of Aleppo) emerged. The substance used in this attack is
Sarin as opposed to chlorifé.

Attacks against Medical and Humanitarian Operations

In maybe one of the most basic principles of international humanitarian law, the overriding
goal is mitigating the effects war has on combatants, civilians, and propbtrty, respect for
medical and humanitarian operations within armed conflict is an important means to achieving
that goal.The siegeas it pertained to hospitals, disregardedpiwection turning their emblems
into crosshairs

Protecting humanitariaand medical operations in armed conflict is a custom practiced by
warring parties throughout history. This protection was done for both moral reasons by participants
and utilitarian reasons of reciprocity. However, modern warfare made the battlefield more
dangerous for these operations and reciprocity concerns increasingly waivered in favor of military
advantageThe battlefield, as seen in the siege of Aleppo, ceased to distinguish between lawful
targets as seeking medical help putra@sshair on a civilD Q 1V EtiaédkMg Hiimanitarian and
medical operations become a policy done in furtherance of the?fege.

Medical Operations

There are various sections under the Geneva Conventions and its protocols along with the
Rome Statutpertaining tomedical gerations. Under the Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 18
protects medical units from attack stating& LYLOLDQ KRVSLWDOV RUJDQL]JHG
wounded and sick, the infirm and maternity cases, may in no circumstances be the object of attack,
buusk DOO DW DOO WLPHV EH UHVSHFWHG D¥GitiSdrR WWaidsVH G E\ W
IRUWKH SURWHFWLRQ RI WKH PHGLFDO XQLWVY VWDII 33HUV
and administration of civilian hospitals, including trersonnel engaged in the search for, removal
and transporting of and caring for wounded and sick civilians, the infirm and maternity cases, shall
EH UHVSHFWHG °B 0@ pBoteBtidhHI-abddl@e “in saying these facilities and their
workers shalQRW EH WKH 3R E MHAPW pRVidessirbildy WdieEthdns in Articles 9,
10, and 123 The Rome Statute of the ICC echoes these sentiments as well making it a crime to

2’8 For more information see the report titled: Idlib Left Breathless

21%1n thesiegeof Sarajevo, no place including schools and hospitals were left untouched by bombardment.

280 Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention)
art. 18 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 287

281 Geneva ConventioRelative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention)
art. 2Q 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 28The Convention also provides that such facilities can lose their protection if
WKH\ HQJDJH LQ DFWLY L Wdeldfthél KuenhitarigrHa@ri AhdLh@rmifl th\vih& éhieiny.

282 Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention)
art. 2Q 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 287

283 protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions 2fAlugust 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of
Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol [&t. 9 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS 6Q&otects medical personnel);
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relatireyRodtection of Victims of Non
International Armed Conflicts (Protocol i&t. 1Q 8 June 1977, 1125 UNTS 602 HGLFDO SHUVRQQHO FDQ MW
penalzed for performing medical act$)rotocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
relatingto the Protection of Victims of Nelmternational Armed Conflicts (Protocol I#rt. 11, 8 June 1977, 1125
UNTS 609(protects medical units and transpgoifom attack).
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LOQOWHQWLRQDOO\ GLUHFW DWWDFNV DJDLQVWouAdeR48LWDOV
FROOPKEWHG

According to SN4HR, there were at least 227 attacks against vital medical facilities within
Syria in 2016*®° According to Doctors Without Borders, every major hospital in Aleppo had been
hit and suffered some kind of damagadallegedin early October that at least 377 civilians had
died while in a hospital due to an aerial stéie.

Hospital Attacks Plotted in Aleppo

284 Rome Statutef the International Criminal Court, 37 ILM 10@gticle 8(b)(ix) (1998).

2851373 Incidents of Attack on Vital Civil Facilities in 20 BYRIAN NETWORK FORHUMAN RIGHTS (Jan. 9, 2017),
http://sn4hr.org/wgcontent/pdf/english/1373_Incident_assault_on_the_vital_civilian_centers_in_2016_en.pdf
(Medical facilitiesare defined abospitals, ambulances, medical staff, 